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THE SQUIRRELS GATHER
4 One Act Play
By A. S. Quirrel

SCENE:  The Ashley living room =--- editorial office and publishing
headquarters of NOVA,

CHARACTERS:  E.E.Evans, s eated carelessly in a wicker rocker, man-
euvering a barely-lit stogie from one corner of his mouth to the
other; Jack Wiedenheck, leaning s5iofly back in his chair due to
back brace, his customary expression of ennui much in evidence;
Al Ashley,sprawled in an easy chair as if carelessly flung there,

tippling from time to time frow & bobttle of Coca-Cola.

E.E.EV is: (Removes cigar from mouth, spibts residue on carpet.)
Well, what is there yet Lo be written for this issue of NOVA?

AL ASHLEY: (Glances at carpet; shrugs. Looks pointedly at Jack,)
The Artorial isn't done yet,

JACK WIEDENBECK: (Looks sheepish.) I don't know what to write it
about.

AL Why not take sowme particular phase of art work and consider
1t in Tthe 1light of all the various artists?

JACK: (Nods head and tries Bo appcar thoughtful.) That might be
alrignt, IL!'ve kinda wanted to go into this business of Finlay and
his imitators -- like Bok and Magarian,

AL & Ebo (In crudely synchronized chorus,) Whadaya mean? Since
when was Bok a Finlay ilmitotor?

JaCK: (In a lecture-room tonec.) Finley, Bok, Cartier, Magarian,
and others devend on "trick effects? for their style., Finlay was
the one who started it, But that kind of style will wear out rap-
idly., What I wonder 1s whether they are capable of changing their
styles before everybody tives of thew.l believe Finiay is a great
enough artist to be able to change completely when necessary. But
I don't think the rest are.

AL & Eds: (with slightly improved timing.) Nubsi Bok is one of the
best artists in Scientifiction.

JACK : Wageles finger for emphasis,.,) No, he isn't, He depends en-
tirely on Wtrick stuff?, Without that he would be no good at all,
Just look at one of his pictures., ILook at several of them, They
are oll the sawme, Before long the fans will tire of them, Thsn
Bok will be done.,

REEE : (Rummeges frantically through a pile of prozines, scattering
~_them all over the floor.)
AL ; (Shakes head slowly) You're screwy, Jack, Bok originated his

particular style, and he is slowly but continually changing it,
What if 1t does depend on "trick effects'? He can 2nd is develop-
ing new triecks 2171 the tiwme.
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ers o* science fiction. We are but one percent, but we ..reprcsent
about 9% of them."

({(Wo refer you to the article by John W. Campbell, Jr., bogin-
ning on page 9 of this issuc of NOVA. Wnile wo still fail to
agrec with many of the points brought out in your lctter, we
arc delighted with its frankness. We hope to receive another,
as ably written, commenting on this issuc.))

LEROY TwCKEIT:  "Was I surprised whon I discovered your fanzine in
my mailbox. And flattered too. To reccive a complimentary copy of a
fmz. was boyonO my wildest dreawms (and somc of my drecams arc plenty
wild.) It made me héppy. So hippy that I dig down into the pockets
of my best fricnd and cxtract sixty cents for a years subscription.
({(The gentleman has the right ideal -- Ed,)) I trembled as I took
NOVA from thc cnvelope. I drank in bthe covor. Turming the mag over,
I drark in tho Dback cover, (I'm ponna swoar off cqlnklngv) I turn
to the contents page: Smith, Ackorman, Evans, !This can!t be true,!
I mutter, "I'm tslccop.! To prove it I jab myscll with a pin. I dis-
cover that I am not «sleop. ..... I've boon a fan for less than two
years, I've heard about the h“PV and I Lnow that 1t 1s an organiza-
tion to unitec fandom, But that is all I know aboubt it. Why don't
you run an orticle on the Federation? You could tell its history,
hat it has donc" and what it plans to do in the future. Such an

-

article would help fans 1like uwsclf no ond, |

{{We arc negotiating for such an article, and hope to prescent
it in our next issue, Sorry you weren'!t aslcep,. We sat on
& tack ono time.))

DeB.THOMPSON "The rocaction to NOVA as a wholc 1s: 7SWELL PLUS!
That,of coursc,is just an cexprossion of personal opinion, and wmcans
quote ‘'oxactly nothing! unguote. Still, I imagine you like to hear
about 1t, (fWhE* & rcalisbic imagination youw have.,--Ed,)) No.l NOVA
is the bo firgt issuc Itve sccn since FNaTasIA apmearcd. I won't
say whether it i1s better or worse, in my opinion. Both are good
enough, w 1ouc any odious comparisons. (Here he gives the ratings)
O i o] those nuwbcers mooén something to you; they don't to me.
Itve boecen trying for threo yoars to work out a system for rating
the prozines, andhéeve -just ebz ndoned onc which I've becn using for
15 monshs, because it docsnit scom to do the job."
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((Our answor to this problem 1is the contost announced on page

14, Herel's hoping it brings forth somec worthwhilc ideas.))
FRED W. FISCHER; iDoar Duck: Thanks for the NOVA and for a par-
ticularly finc fir issune in fanzinces, The material was uniformly

well-writtcon but I LOqu it goncrally dull Dbeceouse it was neither

informitive nor tuougnu~yrovo¢1ﬂg. I c.nnot praisc cnough, however,












I was writing about; ~for in that statement he secms to be locking
horns, not w1tn me , but with the consensus of what constitutes good
writing.

Cheuvenet! eriticism is not with my article, but with my
writing, That he doesn't like my stuff is not surprising, nor 1s he
alone in that, As lcong as I can pledue 51% of the roadnrs far be
it from me to quarrel with the opinions of the cther 4¢, TL is sim-
ply & fact, not « claim of mine, that the outcome 1IN BROLD of any
pulp story cén be told in advance, Otherwise it wouldn't be in the
pulps, but in some of the high-brow mags writiten for She intelli-
gentsia, Murthermore, I would suggest Ehat anyone who reads solely
for the pleasnrﬂ cf being mystified should stick to the vhodunits,
which are itten expressly for that type of reader,

’bOPLlO“’” statement, I would say, 1s somewhat quibbly. Eco-
nomic conditions ¢nd society, according to wy classification, being
the works of maén, would be included in 'kan vs kan'., and death, be-
ing the natural end of man,would be in 'Man vs Nature'. As stated ,
howev er, these bounds are artificial and more than a little contro-
versial, He is right in saying that ell criticism 1s personal opin-
ion. T stated my proposition too loosely th\“c, perhans, What T
meant to condemn was Shoe stating, @s a Jovian pronounC\menL, of a

de 2

personal opinion g a definite and incontrovertible wmatber of fachk'
Gs ) )

RO5B RUCKLYNLE T am souirming with cubarrassment, I am overcome
with shame, I prostrote myself in an agony of repentance, But you
see~~ah--1t's this way., I was merried. Jow do vou understand?

ifol<:( y_’

"So herels an drticle, which I hope will veceive the honor of
appearing in some subseruent issue of NOGVA., T hope you do not con-
c

sider me & heel for sending it in sco late. ((We don't, Ross, for we
IS

{(And that, dear friends,
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were marricd once CHP?,llaj) I hops it iz good, I hope that,ifl you
want to, you will cus cuything you don't W»Vn, cven tlhiose words be

bween Tiig Callll wifu CODDLING OF ILmas and the hicrogiyphic but wel-
come V=30~ hoanpeas et the end, Che Tirst of wiaich was sup-
plied by you, lattcr by the newspupcr fraverpity - which would
leave me out, but would anybedy car (pldwnu1Vf13)? ((Now there is

the sort of autihnr an ¢ditor can Jov ~-3d.))

"The First HOVA. How brighbly it i]u’rg, releasing its stupen-
dous stores of encrgy in one unimaginable all-consuming holocaust
of galaxy-spunning flame, Ahem. Anyway, format excellent, material
doubly Ho,’
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((Ross, it is with most humble mein that we attempt the well-
nirgh imposasible task of conveying our feeling of gratitude fhat
you. should descend from your unbelicvably high pinnacle of mro-
authordow to compose such an incomparable article for our in-~
significent fanzine, Ahcm, voursslil!))
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