
;.•. 





page 1. 

NUMBER II. 

SPECIAL 11It1s Later Than We Thought" ISSUE -

EDITOR - Al Ashley 

aSOOCI~TE - E.E.Evans 

ART EDITOR - Jack Wiedenbeck 

FEMMEDITOR - Abby Lu Ashley 

ie=c::===== == === == =: :=:: == == ===== ==-=·==· =· ========================= 
EDITORIAL 

ARTICLES 

So Breaks The l)awn 
Problem of Orientation 
What I Have Learned From S-F 
Care and Coddling Of Ideas 
I Remember When 

FICTION 

Too Great A Wish 

FEATURES 

Contest 
Man Also Ran {Poem) 
Ping Pong' s Spring Song 
The Squirrels Gather ( A Play ) 
Life On Sol III 

{Baclc Cover Explanation} 

DEPARTMENTS 

Fu.turama 
La Nova Femme 
Fanzine Clinic 
Fan Gab 
Lnst Word Department 

FRONT AND BACK COVERS 

Al Ashley 

Jane Tucker 
John w. Campbell, Jr. 
Charles R. Tanner 
Ross Rocklynne 
Private Donn Brazier 

E. Everett Evans 

NOVA STAFF 
Al Ashley 
Jack Wiedenbeck 
A. s. Q.uirrel 
Al Ashley 

Abby Lu Ashley 
Harry Warner, Jr.# F.D. 
u. Readers 
Al Ashley 

3 

8 
9 

13 
1Q 
24 

14 
18 
23 
27 
42 

2 
5 

15 
35 
43 

Al Ashley 

::::=======:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::===---- --------------_ -----------------
NOVA is published sesqui-occasionally at 86 Upton Ave., Battle 
Creek• Mj.chigan. The price is 10¢' per copy, 60¢ oer year (six con .. 
secutive issues). We are anxious to trade with all other fanzines. 
NOVA is a product of NOVA PRESS; Mars representative -- Dingus Her, 
till N. Alimentary Cana11 Sand City, Mars; Venus representative -­
SKWUK 3QUIZZOOK, Rocketport News Agency, Vidio number -- .HUMidity 
22utter. Special asbestos edition available for Mercutian fans. 



page 2. 

By the exercise of many dark and devious arts known only to 
the editors of NOVA, the veil of TIME has been :nierced - the Future 
has been probed. The third issue of NOVA will present: 

A brand new,hitherto unpublished story by one of s-F's top authors: 
EDWARD E. SMITH, Ph.D. 

11He discpvers there is a War going on --- but not the one 
you think •••• A war with 'fifth columnists' who bore 
from within • • • • • Ii 

FAN-COOPER.BirION --- An article by aLDEN H. NORTON., Edi tor of SUPER 
SCIENCE and ASTONISHING STORIES. 

FANZINES & PROZINES --- A brief article by MARY GNAEDINGER, Edi tor 
of FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES. 

WHAT PRICE PANNJJ,Go By JULIUS UNGER, who presents some strange 
figures and makes them perform • • • • • • • 

OUT GOES THE NECK iiGAIN --- By E .. EVERETT EVANS -- and it does. 

THE NPFF --- By L. R. QHAUVENET -- Explaining Fandomts National Or­
ganization to those who have been puzzled. 

PLUS - many other fine articles, features, and departments, by HOY 
PING PONG, JACK WIEDENBECK, AL ASHLEY., and 
others. 

VVE know J.tl YOU know itl ALL FANIDM knows itl You simply 
cantt afford to miss this gala issue oi' NOVA., the QUALITY FANZINE. 
The editors are ever in search of newer and greater treats with 
which to entertain you. Thought-provoking articles., interesting 
departments.,amusing and intriguing features; all these may be found 
in NOVA, the :fanzine that leads the field. WBY W1i.IT? SUBSCRIBE NOW! 



EDI1J:ORI 1-i.L e • o o e a 0 C O . O • 

It was rece ntly offered as a 
t~ism that ,; vvbr:in s cionce-:C'i ct ion 
audience :J increa se_~ _. -t~1_c s c iencc s 
gi vo wcJ:y- to udvor:_tu:te --··· lJlaL·:. f r:m­
tastic ac1voni:;111°e :, , One is -c, '_·lc r oby 
led to a 3 rn.lLj.O ~~!i Dj~ t1"1e cont i J.~1..:c~t :i oi1. 
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of scion ce --f i c·1:-ic~1 de:Je r:.cLs n:,,:::in f' ;:•nd0r;1t s a bility to shun all forms 
of growth . 

Wha·c liberties f ans t a k e with CF,U/.:>3 and Ef:'FEC'l1 t 

Le t us consider F c.mtCLsy Fiction as it appears todc.y. It covers 
a wide f ield . It o?fers ar;. abundant cnoice. A choice r 8-nging from 
tho i:1ost ox•u dite , sL:il:J.f1,1lly e-0E1.po s ed science-fic-1-::icn, t o t he b a ld­
est of n dventu:i'.'e t a 1.e s) whore:in E'.t1y resenbl a nr;e to fantasy i n a mere 
gesture. 

And tho typos of r oaders vary as breatly. Th ore is he who would 
h [LVG tl10 thought-provoh:ing st::.nulus of n ew ~. dea s and far-reaching 
concep t 3 . And there is U20 one wb_ose l n ck o? s cientif:i.c education 
or inte llectuaJ. c a1Jo_c l t :r c oustra ins b-5.m to seek e:ffortles s ctJ_:; 0r-­
tninment in the fiL1pJ_es t., fs. n tc:· sy--tintect adventure y a rn. 

Obvi ously, each degre e o J' F £Ln_t;·_,sy h a s its own cJ.ass o:r readers. 
While many do not confine thens c l V(J ~ to one varia tion of this field 
it is e qually obvlous ·cJ lf_,_ c Gu el l v c.trillti.on is justified to the ex .. 
tent of tl-io nuE1bor oi' renc1G r s lt atcrac -'_;s. 

We dyed-in-the - wool fans pre fer' t JJ8 t yp G of Fantasy that will 
cause us to THINK. Wo y earn f or ·ch~:. c 1;1;J.-:1i ::;h will s tilimlnte our 
thoucht processe s, stretch our :tma ~inati o~s, suc~est the possible 
p a th3 science of t ho .future wiJ.l tr c:;_vel. ?e:_,:,lw-os, vw aspire to be­
corn.e aut h orr3 01.lrsol vo c-i . :'~1011 it is tL::: :)xc e l:_en-ce of the writing we 
admire, th0 o:;:~triipl os of lite r,_-1.ry crr ft,s-,,1c n s'rlp vm study , attempt tn 
as si1niJ_a te; st1--)i ·ve to c1i1L11E~ t 0 Q 

But t he orc:Linc,ry r eader is in search of ent er tairiJi1ont. He 
wishes to avoid thlnldng. 

Now let us consider the rea ctions of Fandom to this field of 
Faatt;;;:.csy Piction. Pe1~haps these reactions have never beon examined 
with t he proper c are. First,fans wri te vitriolic letters of protest 
whenever a s tory appe o.rs in any of the 1,1ag o.zine s and fails to fall 
into t) ,at v ari c.tt ion which a ·:)DGD.l s to t hJrn . Second. tller8 aocrnA to 
1:)0 a wi de ,srn'e acl b0l:Le.i' t;l1a-b'· no rna0 c.z ino~ making · any pre-i:;e:r::.s0 of 
p rint i n g F,'.'Lr:.b :1sy, should even conside1° cJ. story not fittin[_:; t:c1a t par~-



page 4. 

ticular vari a tion. Third , by infere nce, one comes . to the co n clusion 
that FCLnclori1 belie v e s all Rtnt a sy should cons ist of one typo , that 
o.ppoali1~G to them, and any profcn'"'rin0 sono other type may jolly well 
Q, 0 ,-,l• t l- Ol _,_ I t 1 0 1--"' 0 l . . . ' - . 1 ,_ 1 ? 

;v J.l 11.,. s 11.is se ilS moss ·or ·c j_10U£:/1u c ssness . . 

Suppose we 0et th:Ls ·1w:1.ttor :Jtra1ght. 
all F'antasy to fit the variation appealing 
achieve this desiro? 

Let 1 s say thc.tt we DESIRE 
to us. Thon., hovv 1nay wo 

Certain f2.ct s remain in spite of o.nything v,m may say. Undaunt­
ed by whatever arg11rnents -v1e bring to bear•, or beliefs we see fit to 
cherish, they stand out. 

1. We fans a re but ONE PERCENT of the readers of FLtnto..sy. 
2. We fans DO NO'r represent the othe r 99 percent. 
3 .. We _fa ns, considerinc; 1 rh t a sr,mll minority 'NO are, receive 

a GRE1,TER prOportion of tho type of Fant:.:,sy we desire than 
our numbe r fl ·via rrant • 

4, We fans must INCREAJE our numbers b<,3fore tho type of Fan­
tasy we prefer can be increased. 

A largo proportion of tho rec.dors of Fantasy CAN be :ma do into 
fans o. nd ·caught to like the kind we do. Somo m0thods of accomplish-• 
ing this h a ve alre a dy been brought out. Some rematn to be discover­
ed. Much thought is called for. But wo LIEB TO 'i1HINK. So, Le t 1 s1 

Much the same applies to those who have never read arry- sort of 
FDn tasy. Those who vague ly feel that tho v~hole thing smacks slight-­
l y of ment a l aberration. Let I s makeit our business to point out 
what thoy h c.:Lve been missing. We must be sub t le Hbout it.But we must 
be dete rmined. 

Of course, we can 1 t pounce 1.vith a whoop o.f enthusiasm upon 
the first person we meet, and exi)ect immediate results. Then at the 
first hint of resistance, crawl b c:L ck into our shell muttering that 
it wonl t work. It :1.: ,='o:1otl::.in:,: tJ':·.t wo uust J.:eop always in the back 
of our minds. We rmw t b0 over alert for the opportunity to make a 
new fan. Ar~·-" : :11 , t NOT · ,,c :·~::.: ' G -'._:, ; ,:, • -,_, ~/ ;_ ; ::-·J :~·•;_:t :t;·.::,_i-~·.J'.•e, or 
even a t u number of f a ilures, vin.1.on i:rn f a il there is a re a son. Find 
the re a son. Know what to avoid next time. When we succeed in work­
ing out some effe ctive method, or some new approach, lot 1 s write it 
into a n c.rti clo :for the rest of f ,c.ndom. Any fanzine e cU tor would bo 
tickled to print it. 

In the .statement quoted at the b eginninc; of this editorial, 
CAU0E and EFFE:CT wore reversed. Lotts keep such revers als from 
creeping into our thin.king. We fans b0lieve the type of Fantasy we 
de sire is tho hi ghest typo existing at the pre sent time. We may be 
presumpt:Lous, but that is our belief and there is a stronc; chance 
that we [,re ric;ht. But too much of the Fantasy printed today is not 
of this typo. This is the EF1:i1ECT with which we o.re do c.ling . The 
CAUSE is the smallness of our group. We need to 3row. Wo need NEW 
FANS. 

LE'r 1 0 GO GET 'rIIEM t 



• 
Conducted by •••••.•.• Abby Lu Ashley 

FIRST --We wish to offer our thanks 
for the swell response to this de­
partment in NOVA //-1. And to the 
fellow s who w:~shed us luck --thanks 
to you too. 

SECOND -- The whole world is now in 
a turmoil. We ferrm1es ax•e told that 
we mus t prepare co shoulder an in­
creasin g share ot t}1e clutie s of 
those called into the s ervice of 
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that this applies also to 
as never before, we must 

and attempt to fill the 
in the ranks of Fandom. 

their country. It goes wltl"1out saying 
keeping :e211dom alive and thrlvin,g. Now., 
determi ne to stop out of tho background 
growing number of g2,ps the ,.var has caused 
This i s ol'.J'.' opportunity and 01.n' duty. 

LEIGH BRACIIBrrT says, "It seems to me that if they ( ( the girls)) 
were a bit less agressively :..:"'cminine, theytd be bettor off. Seems 
that i f anyone., ma le or female, has anything interesting to say, 

. everybo dy will be willing to listen. A-'c least that's been rrry exper­
ience. I've played beach volloy-ball f01· several years now, at the 
public plG.ygro,_mds, and almost exclusively with mEm. And I 1 ve no­
ticed t hat the r are girl player· who is i:dll1ng to go out onto the 
court without favors or consider8tlon; who will play as hard as the 
men under tho sumo rules and not compl2 :'...t.>. i.:f she gets knocked down 
and trampled on during the game 1 is alwnys ,ve lcomo, where the girl 
who say s, 1 We girls are just as good as you men', and then refuses 
to rece ive servos, set a ball., or work up a sweat running, gets a 
cold a n d dirty look when she wants to play. In other words, I'd say 
forget sex and concentrate on tho value of what's being said. 

r;NOVA lookf:1 liko a honey of a book to me. I en joyed it imrn.ense­
ly, especially the editorial and Doc Smith's article. I'm nobody in 
particu lar, but r.~f poor little brain brats have, on occasion, been 
thrust naJrncl into tho glaring light of pr-int., and I 1 ve been the vic­
tim of some beautiful examples of criticism. Ono chap doesn't like 
a yarn because it has too many pira -cos and bad men in J.t. I would 
not min d that ··- -· only there weren! t any pirates and bad men in the 
story. The classic one was this, 1 Somehow I clon 1 t like Brackett 1 s 
yarn. Oi' course I havon t t read it yet • • • • 1 That sort of yammer­
ing., l adies and gents, does not inspire an author to do his best. 
So mor o power to NOVA and Doc Smith. 

iiTho high spot of the whole mac; vras t Lensman on tho Loose ' . 
Somebo dy ought to sue you. Doc Smith ought to s end you a bomb in 
tho mor ning po s to If ho doesn't, I will. ((Bomb arrived and duly 
explode d. That rs tho REAL reason why this ish is late. --Ed.)) Hore 
I sit, buying Astounding 2 saving each issue until! have the whole 

(olovate tenderly) 
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Lensrnan saga, d.roo}5ng oYer i+: occasi0n2.lly jn anticipation. Then 
v1hat happens? PeC.7bn .i:mor:s wb.ether I cn.:1 0ver n.[_ss.L:1 enjo~r Y.im'.) c.J. J.1 
Tin- -,e r I:::l.nni.tH:n wlti:, cL st'Y>u:16 1:/, f 1:1 ce- .; }J, r~. 'on ar3 ::, t :L1..l sp::>1.:u:g 
from bowl:i.rg. 

11 vn·.w cL.onght 111J the ove::.• - 1.:::-:n · dJ.:ce c i~:"..or.,s? C'uc ,:, 2 s ri Martian 
sand flea 1 2 t :1.iJ. ri 

TRUDY KJSLAN took time -:mt 1':!:om h0r st"..Hl:1.es to vvrite two swell let­
ters., th3 ceeo.nr: of' vrhich we · h ~1ve::11t :r1f:1c1.'e:".'8d yet. Oh shame, shame. 
Anrvo..y T~:>uclyJ vvs · s !.:;l.Jl. :i.ove you. ~'.be suys ,. 11 I r~n c~elighted to hear 
cbot .. ·c yc1..1r ctC:'bivi t-.L e c a:1,d · I •:vi::-; h ym:. ,i::.::. t ~10 luc 1.r :'Ln the vDrld. You 
vvill 1.-, a:r·: ~, ·o ·•·,1nr•·1 e ·1 ·yOl"C'' ;...1.0·~,e '.1 ° 1 •·Y) [f '·' c• , .• ,.,,. •1.-, .. 1 'l·· ..1.·· c· t ::;,,-\ Anne Pi' cti" on .'. · 11.._, - .l.,_, ,. . \ •~·• - J... .,:.) lJ. _Li• • • 1_J •~L..l,,,: __ J.() '.:.lL; ;:;' ,_•· .!. ,_,l_).! .... ~ ./ : J,.J_L.....J ' J _ 

bec:Jmc your CLJ CL i:s.~ .c: om,) \lo ),.. Uod0rEt:i. .)n ie t ~~e ~-;·,·1•:_ 11.1~, ( ('rrudy.,this 
fan busL10,:.iS :L ~:ir:. 1 t m··,r. }0 1~i. - ·-- it '. s '.' ~.-1.t·;~l.v ( ;JJV:L l tllflt lea cJ.2 us a­
rou:ad with a :..0 iD.f? L1 ou::> nose _. n·,1 1 E .L:.J.r3~; u:: l uv e :i.::.,-. WLen v11e see a 
beautii'ul rie 1i! :t,,.c :.'.n th3 ·\rln.J.011· rn1.r~ g\zr_ ., t :; :l t }vwLir;:.y, there he 
stand::: _, slmk:Lng hie: f:L:i.lr-;cr u.':1.c.L s :.1y::.ng., "t:..1.~ ah 1 c.lJ ,, thac moneyts 
got t 0 b:1y p~li:J8l' fliid. in.,{ :i:or :r,JVA :; • Su \·!0 turn J.W~cy sac:l y and make 
our .fe,et v!aLc rJ:31.1:r: pa c1 t a;.1d d o·'.lTJ1 t o t:1:lo 3t it tLmc r '. ,3 ~-n ch~ next 
blo-3k.)) 

;,NCVA was wonderful,, Tho c.c·mrs, the illu::::tratlons vvere well 
done. Ancl La NGVA l 11 urnm(, wa ::i 0:Y.collent for a fir-st appearci.nce. Of 
cou:rse yol'.. will get.:; ·che edge .3 c:mootl~ed ot~t in s:.10:i:·t order~ Exper­
ience is a:U tl::.nt: s nece :-c:sar7 0 ·,The S~l-tt~" it ·vrns :Hi3h-Scl1oolish 1 ? 
Has t:1e p0rson E:; Ver ::,ea(l Lriy p;ossip cc:1 1.r:...ns :l.i1 a (',e,110 gE:J n ewopaper? 
Moro e.1 .... tic:LeEJ would bo .;_,.c~LC'01,10 . 11(:. c ,t t cus a1mosJ~ all of the fic­
tion :d' I 

AND NOW, 1et: o go .f·c0 om one of th3 very :::':irs+; o::: the· girl .fans to 
one who is vs2y- rn:rn •· -·· '.O:CIET..,J\!l '~- r. ,C3GLN_, of Spa rt:i _. Michigan.. We've 
been e.xc:'.::1angin.g Je tte!' 0 fur> s •0 vc:r•,J..l iV)ntr..1.s ;, n2i(i re cen-~J.y sl1e and her 

-1 · • -i n • , ,· , .. , ,-, ,..- ,..,r,.r,·• ,::i~ ' J11·:RQ son, _,.oss.,, Ch ii10 ( . . OV\''1. Ior i:1• J'1() ''•GJ. r1; 01 ,;n::., 1.,li..l..J~s, ,.L v HV-•ILW J...Jo 

;·,Te ll 1110 a l] y,J1;,, t.h:'._nk .[ r.JU ~~~1t t. o J:::u:,·i, 8l; n,.1·:; :;;~anJ.orn in general 
for I k;'.loYv prZL1)tJca·1.: .. y- n.·::tl":in::; :c' , YL'..., it , (_ ( :311u dor~) 0 n-)w. Ed.)) Is 
Al going to wr.:i.te s0J.;1e mnre dtori. ,;:' Eo,;n·: .L ::.-~')pa ::;o, for I lauc;h­
ed 1til I cr:'ied c,ve~' his Len,:,F'.1'--L' -· 

HI road cci get c,vray 1'r-01E 8. lJ.:"'(:; I ,J un 7 t 15.ke, I .find some far 
planet much n1orc i.,T'.:cre. : Lu..,g ·c;l2a::1 w::.r n 0, 1..;tio:1. of ,r,h:1s one. The man 
who lives -wlt1: v.s : (be h as::: .1-:to.. Jf-.:_:,ito1• r10t in theil· farm)) doesn't 
like Scieneo Y'Lct"'.o:n. :;: tlli .. nl;: h::.; · .t. : :.c c s u adj00tive for it was 
r tripe 1 • He ch5.r.ks a r-y-one wh•) doc:l ~~ ~-ij~ .:1 :L c; :'l. s a candidate for tWut 
Grove;. I l<:3 Cp rig.'.ri; on :i..rfJ:>.;t:\.: 0 3 ,c'P rm him, an:n.vay, so perhaps 
after awhile .1.Jo'Jl :i.e8r11. to like i+~.•i((.Sl1e then .J8nc1s a list of her 
pet loves ard ~utes.~) 

PErr L0VE3: 
Science and :s'antasy Piction 
Cost1.mie Jcvrnl.r7. 
G8.y~ gypsyj_sh '3oJors. 
Poe c:"."y -- s omelci.nd.s. 
Cooid.ns , 

11 And I wear I em, even if I am l'a t. 11 

Kipling, Service and H. H. Knibbs. 

Beingoutdoors. "Not to hunt or fish, but just to watch my little 
w:U.d brothers. ( ( '11h0 gal h2cs Inclian blood in her veins.)) 

Practi cally all anin1Gli:: . ( (Evon including the Old Foo -·· 3E.)) 
Loud na:i.l pc:l:i. '3h . 
W2tcbinc the rtvor, and listening to it. 
Kool cjgarette s . 
Chocola te peppermints. 

(roll those eyes) 
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Books whose characters are alive. J.C.Lincoln, Jeffrey Farnol, L.J. 
Milne, and L.M.Montgomory. 

Pine Troe s. 
PE'r HATES: 

Housework -- except cooking. 
Darning sox -- unless there's someone around to talk to while I do. 
People who say, Hoh, I novor read that sort of trash! ii 
1Nil1dstorms. "J::!m afraid. of them., slightly. n 
People v1ho try to refort1 ro. 
( (Has Thelma stci.rcod something here? We wonder. VVhat do you think?)) 

WE ASKED ICAY DECKER, wife of tho Chief Pilot of the Galactic Roam­
ers; to dash cfJ' u short accoun.t of her life. It follov,rs below. In­
cident a l:.y, she is vor7 ntt?'cLctJ.vo 15.ttle brunette, is about five 
foot t a i:1.., and weighs &')out DG ol'"' 100 pounds. Her ovory movement is 
gra ce.ful. Nlc,, I fa}.:;_ over 1..,::-i:r thi:1g :tia11cly, even fireplugs. Ask my 
husban.d . 

nMy very early c:1ildhoocJ b o1;r·n in Pl:il2.dclphia, of two parents, 
one male and .one .for;,alo, T:·10 ms.l e p2.rnnt ~.s me. O::,toopo.thic Physician 
and Sur geon, and tb.o fornc,lo p;,;.r c ::1t o~.J.•::1s ;1or li vlihood as a house­
wife, Mother', aEd cl1..'.bwc,ma::1.. =L wa ,; rcy p a rents :first cl.1ild, and this 
so dis c our[:.god t ;.10:~:1 tha t tl10J nov .::: 1" }.10. J. E.mother. 

,; I bo r-·an rcr-::- "cri-in ·l..;n,'· ·'11 a T) I" 7 vu+-c, sc· 11ocJl bt:1t was removed to ·~ o - '"t./ w - \. . .._1 - ~ ~ 1._":) ........, .c -· - u , ,.L_ -- , 

the mor o dern.o cruti::; ~~nflFcnc c) of a pu~JJ.ic ,Jd:ool in my fourth year. 
Iv.ty teuc hor di. 0 c0vc 1·0 C:. I vrcc:3 too bo risy. Accorclin;:; to l~or and J\iothor 3 

I was t e~.ling tho other- t 1.10 wombor .s of HJ class when to study and 
when n o t t o ---· rni::<, t:.y tho J.atto:--i. It ua s d o cirlec: a 18.rger group 
would be hardoT' t o iLfluenco. 

11 I n Hlgh School, I d 2 bblod in drama ti cs r:.nd glee club, and took 
piano a nd dancJ.ng J. o ;:;sons.. S:90nt the stu-,11ner bet·,Hecn Junior and Sen­
ior yoa rs stuJ.:rinc; dancing in Now York. Attend.Gd tho Rollins Collogo 
Conso1· vatory of Music, in Florida, for my F'reshmo.n yeo.r. Graduated 
from St. a te To a c.hors College at Kirksville, Missouri, with a B.A. in 
public school lT!llBic: It ,vas whil0 L-. s tuC:,.ont at Kirksville, that I 
mot rrrJ husband to be, and marked him for n:r;:r own. Ho vms a student 
at Stil l Coll o go o:f Osteopathy. 

HAftor college. I sront throe and a half years studying and 
teaching (1.o.ncing in '°-' :::i :rl va to studio in Louisville, Kentucky. In 
order t o obt~1.in a position as ·college dance instructor, an M. A.de­
gree vva s nc cos si:,ry. l-i job as cl.a n,::;o instructor in o.. snrnrn.or camp fol­
lowed my c;raCna tion froiil Peabody Tcac)wTs GolJ.ego. 

!! I was o.11 .::iot to lmnt u jo·:) for tho :following winter · when my 
love, i n a li[!;ht and idle moment, mcntionocl n1c,trirnony in ono of his 
infrequ ent lo tturs. I grubbed hi:,i1 -- and r they li vod happily over 
af torr . Well -- more or loss happj_ly. ;, · 

( ( Kay failed ·co :montlon that Al a n, her husband, is an Osteo­
pathic Physician and Surgeon, in J·2,ckoon, MichigLrn; and that both 
his e.nd. ho1· fardlics h a ve boon Ostco-oatll3 a lmost ever since the 
profes s ion oric;ina tocl. Also that she- s ent quite somo ti:mo with the 
Donnish o.wn Dancers 9 TlJe Bookers have ::., little black cat called 
Smokey . She is tl':i.c uno:fftcial mascot of t}:10 Galactic Roamers, at-
tends ·•,,rs r,J-i' n r;' ,~ fro--o-l10·•-.-!-.l-,r C,•·--,c·~ i" ,:, vc·-.,.r ,rrr,l l bo-11avr·d ) ) J 1,1vVL C;u ..!. . J __ L, __ J, ~lJ. - - u .LJ ~ U---·- ·~- V • 

WE SaVJ£D 'l1HI0 FOR ·rHB 11-i.ST. Wo now present our first article ---­
by none other than Junie Tucker, wife of the farn.ous Hoy Ping Pong. 
And tha t concluc"Los 1 2. NOVA Fernx10 for this i:crnue. Don't forgot to 
write. Your letters and contributions are so vory welcome. 

(Peck-a-boo, Janie) 
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SO BREAKS THE DAVvN 

By .Jane Tucker 

Back in the dim., dark ages when Bob and I were first married, 
I looked upon Fandom as something to be endured because one rarely 
disagrees with a newly acquired husband. As time went on, nothing 
happened and no one appeared to change my ideas on the subje ct.Then 
after several years of just plain ignoring the matter, fans began 
to stop in. The first fans to call were some of the New York bunch. 
So low was rrry estimation of the calibre of these fans, and a l l fans 
in general, that after concocting a few cakes I hied myself away to 
the country. When I was quite certain that all was well on the 
western front, I returned home feeling quite happy that I ha d suc­
ceeded in sparing myself the horrors of a meeting with three of the 
zanies. 

After the New York Convention of 1939, Bob got in touch with 
Mark Reinsberg and invited him down to discuss plans for the Chicon 
and the Illini Fantasy Fictioneers. Instead of running off again, I 
stuck around and took most of it, but still nothing clicked i n this 
mind of mine. We had several visits from Mark and Erle Korshak that 
summer -- but still nothing. 

Then came the Philadelphia Conference. Bob and I drove, so 
Mark, Richard Meyer, and Walt Marconette went with us. The hyster­
ical arguments that took place during that trip, both going and 
coming back, have never been equalled. Instead of taking an i nterest 
I narrow-mindedly (I know of nothing else I could call it) shut my 
ears and mind to all possibilities of even becoming interested. The 
other members of Fandon who have stopped at our house since , have 
done nothing to change rrry mind, mainly, I think, because I didn't 
especially want to change it. Until just recently, I never even 
bothered to read anything pertaining to fantasy to see whe t her or 
not I liked Fandom's literature. Then I read several .fan tastic 
stories and heard more on the air. My interest began to awaken;and 
then came the Michigan Con:ference. 

11 The Michigan Conference. 11 Even now I sit and resee in rrry 
mind's eye everything that took place, so deeply did it impre ss me, 
If all the rest of the fans are like the Michifans, I hope t o meet 
many more of them. Never have I fotmd a more congenial bunch . They 
are tops. 

It now dawns on me for the first time that this literature all 
of the fans are so sincere and earnest about really has some t hing.I 
can read Fantastic stories, and those in Unknown, and really enjoy 
them, but due to my lack of knowledge of the scientific terms con­
cerning spa ce and space-ships, I cannot as yet understand science­
fiction. The latter storie s are about as interesting to me as one 
of my cook books would be to Bob~ I really believe, though , ifl 
could start back at the beginning with the simpler stories of this 
type, I could learn to understand them and thus to enjoy them. How­
ever, for the time being, I shall confine myself to the fant astic. 
Then, perhaps, when I become better acquainted with the fant astics, 
I will branch out andtackle the science fiction group. 

So the dawn breaks, and another non-believer is in the throes 
of becoming a fan. 

(End of La NOVA Fermne) 
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too; tJJ.e gonort:',l readership. 

No·-·· the, t I s not ,Il toc;e ther f,1ir, either. An. oi-·ganized fan is 
CL s cie11ce-fictioj,1 re[1cler v1l1.ose I)ELrtJ_c11la1r1 111entL1l arid .. J)s:rcJ:1ologicaJ_ 
mc,Jco-up is nuch that he wants to be an orc;cu1izecl. fc1.i1, v:rants to dis­
cuss :c1cience-fiction v1ith other reacler.s. He 1 ,s a science-fiction 
reader, certainly, but a particular kind of science-fiction reader. 
Ee rm._s~~ have certain difforoncos of psycholoc;-y- and reactions, or 
every sclence-:t:Lction reader vvoul( join ct f'o..n club,or become a cor·· 
ro:1ponct1.ng fan, subscribe to fan :r11ac;az:Lnes, etc. Or, even if he 
dJ.cln' t lrnov1 of tlw :i'.'an clubs,-- --u ~-mp:;Josition o:f extremely low prob­
o.bili ty now -··· he I C:i invent a fan club for ld,;1self. You present fan:J 
did. 

'rho net rornainlnis stc:~temenc tllon \,ould be that organized fans 
represent a voluble se 1r,rne nt of one t:Jile of reader~ Organized fans 1 

reactions, If I followed t:1e c'Lesires of t:_1e orc;t:.nizod fancJ vv-ith ab-­
solute fide lity, rurminc; tJ:; e 1;1EL2~azino exactly us they wunted it·--·· 
I I cl se11 to a sonowhat wider cmC:denco chem the present or.3anized 
fun e;roups. TJ:-1at!s not o5J"c-100., uJ: evor,_ ZS,500. There ,voulcln 1 t be any 
Astounding, in ot:_1cr ,,roi"clo. 

Funs are 2. riiJe cial ty:)e of ToD.der ·-··· • but the;;, are rec,ders, and 
they will, t ;12;ik tJ :e Lords taE;: out loud 1./J.ere I can hear them • . 'rl1e 
o.verG.[£8 r eader is r. spo ,L[:,;e; he socJrn up c;1uc;azinos and doesn 1 t give 
off anything. No letter s. lfo snggest:Lons. Nothinc;. He 1 s got a clam 
beat six 1Nays :Crm;i zero -v-;rho :n. it c01;1e::; to silence. But he -- and his 
tenLJ of thousands of blood-brothors---l::my8 Lstoundinc; in the whole­
sale f1:'csh ion we 1;mst have. Ee j_,3 tJ10 i;mn ::.r mos t ardently desire to 
suit. Arid he ·v;ron I t tc.lk, darnn it. Ifo -vvon It even whisper what he 
liJ;:es ,::i.nc:. cl.isli1rnr.1. He I s a::~ urn3ntlsf rrcto1-.:,- CLs G. vacuum; you pour 
thing:;; :l.n nnc1 nothinc; cones out. 

Authors cornoli..1.:.1.n because edi tor:1 won I t cornBent on every story 
sent :Ln. Fell. 'I1J'10 t y1)C of reader I 1 ve got;_ to satisfy vrnn It conlli1ent 
at n.11 on _D.nv story put in. 

So I lovo f'ans. rrhey aren't £tn nccurc.te representation of Hr. 
ClEmsi l ont Bnye r --- ancJ tho.nk the Lor d for that . 'rhey talk. ':Phey 
even ho1il loudly. T'he i:r: chief trouble is that tl1ey insist that they 
aro aJ.112.y s ·absolutely rie;ht; thoy a1"on 1 t, for if they were thore 1 d 
be at J. z--..:a st 40,000 of thorn. 

Eere 1 ,J wt.1a t I wani.:; from a fan nagaz i:ne. I like polls, of course 
But I h a ve to discount t~1ei:1 heavily. Any statistician will tell you 
tllnt to d eter:,1.ine the correct })roport:Lon,s arnong ten "objects'' ln a 
"univer s e ilof ?0,000, the so..;;p le survoyecl :;_,mst include e.t Jea~:it 700. 
That c;ive s an ans·wer vdth rcn Ltccu1"acy of about 510. I haven 1 t seen a 
fttn poJ.l yet that J1ad a sa,,.11J llne; ol' more t:,o.n 50 units----50 voters. 
S,·1c'-1 ° 1)Qll C,c, s·'-,,-'·-'o·l·i" c· : -L·7::r ·,-,r-"1c ·l·i°C'' 'Ll -.r" 1110"' 0 '"'l0 nrtlnn° 0 10·1°0 11110 1.,. l_ ci_ ____ __,_u L,c~l.,_Luv c. ___ j JJ c_ u l..-~ --- · lA. ___ ..i;o. 1.1. 

0 
__,uv l -0 • _ 

. cc:icc11rc''l c~-.- -,,·oul c1 l"ll11 °0-;;1° ·'•;•1i
0 

11'-'0 Ji'" l7e )_---.J ll c.> o:'... ;1l
0 

1111° 7 QC1/ l
0 

J-"' ,ro1 ·1 !'"'cl.Cl a-,., .... . - u \. _ _ _ ... 1..J ••.. . v U.-. .. ... ;__,:;i _ .,__)._ ..i:..J _ ,_1_, J.." ... ~- _ u 0 ;VJ _ u t..- .-1. l.t 

unselec t e d aver:.L;:;o ::1c.1.2.I1_)lo. Since thoy were all fc1.n,s_, tbat doesnt t 
rncci.n an::, ·t ]_linc in tl1i~j c;:..se; the i,w:,;1ple ,gas selected to start wJ.th. 

But fan articles on vih::,r th~ t particular ran liked or - -- even 
1)etter .. -•··- ho cl.islU·:ed. a particul t'- I' story, wi tJ.1 reasons J is rn:,v-
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dish. If two .fans, one who liked it and onp who di slikod it, inde­
pendently give their reasons for that re~ction, I study those reac­
tions, and _the_reactions_to those reactions., with interest. 

In surilliHlry, .from rrry point of view, the dire ct influence of the 
.fans is, though I know it hurts to realize it, indetectably minute. 
Their indirect influence -- as spokesmen f'or readers in general --­
is a distortion of the actual facts. They 1re all fans, which means 
they're all a selected, specialized type of reader, not general 
reader average at all. 

But they represent one of the few ways I have of actually 
reaching any readers; they're highly important ancl informative, if' 
I can just figure out how much of what they say is due to the dis­
torted-general-reader-vn10-is-a-fnn, and calculate from that what 
they I,ti.ght have refrained from saying if they had actually been Ml-'. 
Clamsilent Reader. 

It's lilrn Heisenberg's Uncertainty Principle. You cantt mea­
sure the position and velocity of an electron,because the tool used 
to measure its position changes the velocity. You cantt find out · 
whut that blasted clam reader is really thinking, because he won't 
talk, . and if he does tRlk, he isn't that lcind of' a reader. 

So---I support and try to help the fans and the fan magasines, 
try to render them services in return for the service they render 
me. But plec.se don't get annoyed if I don 1 t f'ollow your pet sugges­
tion; you're constitutionally unable to think the way the silent 
f<?ador does,as li1ttch as I myself' ru.n unable to. If I could think lilce 
Dim --- why, naturally, I'd be one; would always have been one. l'd 
never have become a fan-author, an author, or an editor. 

END 

LOS ANGELES, April 23: Latest reports from the Pacificon Committee 
are to the effect that of the 68 ballots sent out,only 34 have been 
filled and returned. These show 28 votes for Postponement of the 
Pacificon until s.fter this mess is finished; 4 for holding it a.t the 
planned tiwe and place,and 2 for transferring it to some other site. 
The Committee urges all members who have not yet voted, please to 
do so at once. They promise a complete report to all F.W.S.F.C.S. 
members in the very near future. NOVA adds their request to all who 
have not yet voted on this important subject, to send their votes 
to Chairman Walt Daugherty, 846-1/3 W. 82nd St., Los Angeles, Cal., 
immediately, now, and ri3ht away. 

BATTLE CREEK, May 18, 1942 -- {AA) On a platform·of belief in the 
future of Fantasy and Science Fiction Fandom, and its place in the 
ultimate scheme of things; and his promise to devote his best ef­
forts toward that end, E. EVERETT EVANS announces his candidacy for 
the Presidency of the NFFF. (This is a paid political adv.) 

( (0 Yeahp) 

( Starboard your heLn!) 
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That the bruin is a very weak organ, and any excessive use of 
it causes its bre rtkdown. Hence most profes s ors and doctors are very 
liable to go mo.cl at any moment, if they aren 1 t mad already. 

That whenever a scientist advances a new theory, all his col­
leagues go into gales of .scornful 1aughter, whereupon, he resigns 
from a11 association with tl--iern and beco:mes a hermit. 

Tha t whenever a discovery or invention is made which causes 
accidents or death, the government irnrte dia tely passes laws prohib­
iting :further investigc~tion in these fields. 

Tha t any villainous character can, at any mo .. 1011.t, organize a 
mob bent on slaying the h e ro, morely by telling the populace a few 
general lies. 

That, in spite of continuing a nd constant advances in penology 
the world of the future will set aside whole plo..nets as prisons, 
where brutal gun.rds vlli th whips and guns wj_ll constantly torme nt the 
convict s . 

Tha t :'free f a ll Ii and •ivcloci ty of escape II are mere gibberish, 
and tha t it would be necessary to blast constantly in order to 
travel t hrouc;h space in a rocket. 

Tha t the solar system is in 8. state of very delicate bo.lanceJ 
and that the least disturbance of t hi.t t be.l ance would co.use all the 
planets to st a rt srna8hing into one a.."'1.other, or faJ_linc; into the sun. 

Tha t in ord~_ l, to Get to Jupiter it is absolutely necessary to 
"thread your . way" through thousands of clustered asteroids, and tho. t 
rising nbovo or diving below the asteroid belt is utterly irnpos-­
sible • . 

Tha t there is a mysterious substance called 11 protoplasm·1
, and 

that al l life is made of this stuff. If we could make protoplasm ; 
it would be a simple job to malce men, or any other animal. 

Tha t all the Earth-men of the future will be white lunerica ns 
and wil l talk in the colloquialisms of the Americans of today, 

Tha t the continuance of the pre s0nt pr ogres ,'3 of our mechanical 
civiliza tion, with its increase in leisure, will inevitably develop 
a race of childlike savages, a nd that if a man of today managed to 
reach t h a t futu.rc a nd point out tho error of their ways, they would 
with one accord, destroy their life of ease and start over a gain 
the hard wGy. · 

Tha t space is ii1.l1~:.bi ted b y a VD,rioty of :fearso1ne dragons who 
have jus t beon waiting these millions of years for a space-ship 
full o:f humans to lo a vo Ea rth and provide tbcm wi tb. a square mca1. 

_ . . - ----
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CONTEST ! CONTE~T! CONTBSTl 

::)~p:fp WIN $$~ WIN YPiW~ WIN J~~ WIN $ii$ WIN ~?:1;'.:p WIN ~t~r~) 
(Or, r a ther, the equivalent in issues of NOVA.) 

GIG1-,. l'JTIC R1{TING CONTESTl 

Feeling that there is ne e d of a b e ttor method of r a t i ng both 
Fanzines a n d Prozines, tho Editor s of NOVA take pleasure in an-­
nouncing the following contes t ; 

For the best 
method of rating 

lotter present ing a n efficient, 
both writte n contents and a rt work 

comprehensive 
of any- fan or. · 

FIR0T PRIZE: 

SECOND PRIZE : 

RULES 

~'-. Tho rating method must be easy a nd f a st to u se , ca llin g for a 
mi nimum of writing or .figuring on the part of the on o doing 
tho r a ting, or effort on tho part of t ho one who r eads it. 

~~ . Tho r a tinc; method must bo comprehensive. It must go as f a r as 
possible toward explaining WJ:IY it i s r a t ed a s it is. It should 
d is tinguish be t ween subj ec t ma tter, hanc11ing ., etc. 

3. Tho r a ting method must bo re ad ily s u,scep tible to the making of 
comparisonic1 , p r oforrably at a g lance. 

4. The entrio,s winning fir s t and second prizes will b e published 
in a s nbso qu e nt l s s u e of NOVA. 

5. In tho event no ontiroly suitable me tho d is submitted, but it 
prove s possible to .form ono by t ho combina tion of t wo or 
more of t h o se s ubmi tted, t ho edi tors of NOVA will do s o 5 and 
i nt ro duce t he r ating metb.ocl t}.1uG :formed to F z_mdom. It will be 
the ro a:f tor known by the names o r a combination of the n ames 
of t h ose who contributed to it . 

6. Jill.entries must b 0 typewritten or in l egible l onghand. ·_ Th:ey 
must be in the English l :::mguac;o, a Lei no urly a l l the memb e r s of 
NOVA I s s t aff o:f int e rpre t o r s ::.1.nC:'. trans l ators have boon inte rn­
ed fo r t ho dur c::c ti on a;3 d.ango rous al ions. 

7. All entrie s must b o pos tmarlrnd n ot l a t e r tha n midnight, Juno 
1 5 t h, 19L~~~. 

8 . The Editors of NOVA ·will be t ho sol e judge s. Their de c isions 
will b e i'ina l, and you ca,:i l ike it or el se ., see £ 

9. Addre ss a ll entries to NOVA, 86 Upton Avenuo, Battle Crook, 
Michlgan . 
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THE FANZINE C1D'i[t:; 

EDITOR 1
~ POREWORD: We h e rewith present what vve hopo is 

t h e first of a series of Fanzine Clinics. This one is con­
du cted by tha t s.blo FD. (Fanzine Doctor), Ha rry Warner, Jr. 
wherein ho diagnoses Fanzinedom, and offers some excellent 
r emod.ios . If t hi s r e ceives the a1'.m rova l and support of'the 
;r pu b lic 1r, and the cooperat ion of tl10 other PD 1 s , - it will be­
c orn.e a porn.anent f outure. We ure;e your c om:mcrn.ts and make a 
ploo. for volunteers to conduct future clinics. 

Harry Wu.rner , J·r., FD. 

I I ve intended to go into t bis sub jo ct for a long vvhile. Up to 
now, I 've felt a bit npologetic about tho whole thing; last night 
I did s ome Lilliputian re Gear ch: and no1J fool no qual ms. Li s t en to 
me, and stanc.l in 8.wo a t 1;-ry findings . 

Eve r y so often, someone cones forth with a pleEt that something 
should be done about the tons of f r111zines; and the way they mult i ­
ply to t he point whore o. body ca n 1 t keep up wi th them.( Us-aally that 
"someone ;i is 'tv'idnor - but that is bes ido tl10 point.) I I vo never f e lt 
tha t way ; I 1 v e o. l wo.ys liked lots oi' fan;.:;J.nos. And r ecently, I 1 ve 
b eon wondering whe t he r there actually i s 2uch a. st:, oady and a l a rming 
increas e in tl1eir cnanti ty. 

So l o.st ni ght, I decided to do sonethine; which apparently no 
one has ever thought to do. I d ccided to find out how f ast the f an•­
zines a re increasing in number . 

For o. little 1~10ro thc.n t vvo yoo..rs, I 1 v e kept a record of a ll 
mail r olo. tec'i to fando1:1 2,nd Stf., t ha t comes to ne·, and t hat I send 
out. Eo. cb i t ern, postal, mngo.z i n o, l etter, or wl1athavoyous, is enter­
ed in o. small double-entry ledgo r ; by kocpinc~ the information noted 
in as small a space a~, po s siblo, eo.ch pa~;e of the ledger is good for 
f ifty - two entries, or ~il 2verage of a round ten do.ys of icy corres­
pondence. Tb.£'. t r o cord waEi begun Septeuber 2 1 , 1 939. I de t ermi ned to 
che cl: tho number o? fr,nzines tl1.e.t c.rrived here in t he t wo months 
f ollowing Scptc~Jer 21, in 1 939, 1 940 and 1941. I divided them int o 
t wo gr oups --··· those selling :for a dime or more, a nd those costing 
l es.:3 t han u dime or sent fre e, I clidnr t include cu t s. logs of Stf. 
de a l e r s, or bc~cL: is ,.rno s of fanzines I happen to have r eceived in 
those periods , nnd I didn I t include PAPA L1ailings, ( As it h app-ened , 
PAPA mai lings t wi ce arr ivocl hero during t hose two L1onths. It woul d 
obviously gum u p things to count the arr 2. vc1.l of a pEtd.:agc of fan-­
zine s that co1i1e s four time :J o. "'Joar, and :merely happened to land in 
t hat period tv1ice. Tho Ii'APA mailing::-; h2c vo gotten o. little smaller 
in the pas t few yours, on tho whol e, I thiclc -- but hero I 1 m pri ­
marily speaking of subscription f o.nzinos.) 

Durin6 tho se t wo months in 1 939, 21 "little;; (under 10;. ) f an ­
zines £Tr ivod; 15 nbign (2. dime or nore) ones vIGrc:J received, In t he 
two months of 1 940, 25 Si11a11 ones came in.,, and 10 big ones. From 
Scpternber 21 to NoveE1bor 20, 1 941, ~?5 small ones came, and 13 big 

(Yonr Pttention p l cc,se, Dr. Widne r) 
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ones. Taken altogether, in 1939, 36 issues of fanzines ar r ived in 
those two months; in the sarne two montb.s in 1940, 35 came i n ;during 
the two months span of 1941, 38 were received. 

Now v~1ero is your gi0antic increase in the- nrunbor of f a nzines? 

I'll admit those figures may not be strictly accurate. I don 1 t 
pretend to get every fanzine (althouroh I'm sure I do bet t or than 
95;;_; complete), and a fanatic 11 completist ;r migl.1.t find a f ew more. 
Naturally, the so figures include fanzines recoi ved --- not ma iled -­
during two months of o a ch yo ar, and the numbo r would vary :for the 
same periods for fans livinc; in different parts of the count ry. And 
over u longer period of time - - six months, say -- a more s trictly 
accurate figure could bo obtained. But nw records don't; go b ack far 
enough to use a longer 1110.::1.suring stick at present. It would also be 
interesting to av,~rae;o up the number of different titles r eceived 
during one poriod over tho course of years; that vvould requi re more 
than two months to be of much value, 

But the minor errors probably cancel one another out pretty 
well. If' any other fan has kept a similar record, complete enough 
to be accurate, for years before 1939, it would be a good 1 :'.?U for 
him to do som0 checking. Probably,years before 1939 vrnuld s h ow few­
er fanzines, partly because Fandom wasn't so large, and par tly be­
cause there woro no weolrly fanzines until sometime in 1938. 

J: contend that this isn1 t too many fanzines. In 1941 , we had 
more than one hundred separate issues of the prozines. (Count them 
if you don't believe me, remembering there are three monthl :ies,half 
a dozen bi-monthlies, scads of runrterlics, Talcs of ~onder , and the 
two little-known Canadian prozin.es.) According to those figures,tho 
entire yoar of 1941 shouldn't show more than two hundrod f anzines, 
excluding FAPA publications not sold as subscription fanzino s,since 
fanzine production for tho s1.rn1me1.., months drops off scanda lously. 
VII'.nen you remember that the o.vorago fanzine c oD ts loss than h alf the 
price of tho avora[(o prozine, and requires only a s1nall fra ction o.f 
the reacUnc; time, you must rcmo.mbor to slander the prozino s every 
timo you cJ,rnplain about tho quantity of f anzinos--if you mus t knock 
tJ.10 fanzinori, Another s:;.,1all point to rernomber is that about ono-• 
third of 1941 1 s fanzine production is in two and four-pa ge news 
magazinou -·- F'antasy Piction Fiolc.1 Wockly., mostly, with s cattered 
issucu of Pantas;sr News and Fnnta sy Times. 

Therefore, since there aren 1 t such vaffb oceans of fanz ines, I 
think it 1 s safe to write about tho ::::ubjcct I mentioned at tho start 
of this article. I think things should be dono to encourage publi­
catlon of fclllZines, tho subscriptlon variety as wEtir···its·-FAPA . and 
freo ones. Yes, encourage: encouraso publication of now ones, and 
contlnuation of shaky old ones. The f'anzinos h,~wo remaine d about 
the nan10 in q_uanti ty durin[:; tho past throe yo ars. Ir m of t h e opin­
ion that any really good thin£s should continue growth 1.mtil it ar-­
ri vo s at ti1e ;3aturation point; which is a doubtful fi 0uro of speech 
but what I consider a fine sentirn.ont, I don ft thing fanzine s are at 
that saturation p~irrb yet, 

I propose a very loose and informal or6anization,primar ily for 
fanzine editors nnd would-be fanzine editors, It would no t in the 

( Try an optic s1cid, kid.) 
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slightest way conflict with the N~:;ipp 9 FAPA, or any existing organi­
zation. Possibly., the NPFF cou1 d. h olp •..ri th it. If it worked out the 
way I think best,it would h a v e not oven a name, no membership c ards 
no officers, no entra nce requirements oxcop t publication of, or in­
tention to publish a f anzine. One v,oulu b e a mo n1bor as long as he 
issued u. fanzine, becoming £: mernber when he decided to publish ono. 
A fanzine publisher vrouldn't bo 11requiredn to join it, even if com­
pulsion wore possible in fando:m. It would simply boa concreting of 
certain unwritten 1 aws a n d things tha t exist today. 

The wor k of the orguniz n tion would be done by volunt eers. If 
no one volunteered for a c ortuin a ctivity., that activity wouldn 1 t 
be undertaken until someone was willing to do the work. There would 
be no c l ub bulletin, no drives for members, and I'm positive such 
an organ ization would h a ve the :finest possible chance for success: 
becau :~,e with no glor;;r to be won, and no thing to squabble ove r, pos­
sibility oJ' int e rnal dissension would b e r educe d to t: te minj_:mum. 

Arn: Fha. t would be it s a c t i vi tics? Without much trouiJle, I've 
beon .:.~blc to think o:f n lit e ~'. few. You prob ably h c:.~ v G 1:u :d some pet 
ideas of your ovm for qu ite ;;;'. while. For one thing) every member 
would b e asked to mail to a c e rta in voluntee r for the job, a list 
of those receiving his f a nz:Lne, every so ofte n -··• perhaps once each 
six mont hs. The voluntee r would then make up a mo.s t 0 r list of all 
the n <-tme s, h e ktogr u.ph i c , an d. mail it out to c,.11 members of the or­
ganiz a t i on. In that way, a ny fan vvishing to send sample copie s of 
his f a n z i n e woul d h a ve a l a r ge list of names of those a ctua lly get­
ting fanzines e. t the present tin1e; such fans vwuld be more like ly 
to buy o the r :fa nzine s tha n those with l et t e r s in tho prozine l e tter 
sections ., for ins t ance . The voluntee r would h ave to bo trusted to 
ke ep qui e t ab out tho s i ze of t he subscription lists of tho se who 
didn't want such information known. But if anyon e didn't like the 
idea o:f h ctving his subscription li s t become known, ho would.n' t have 
to contribute t o t he master li s t, and nothing more would be said a­
bout it. Hektoing and mailinc; costs could be c a red for by very low 
annual dues, or volunta r y contributions, 

The r o arc othe r scheme s.The entire :fa n world could participate 
in one : a manuscript bure au for fanzines n ee ding ma terial. Tha t 1 s a 
terrib l e bug2.boo for n ew fanzine s, and such a service could be ex­
po ctod t o oncourac;e n ow writers for the fanzines. Possibly some 
might get to gether., pool oxperioncos., and turn out a long publica­
tion deal ing wi th nothing but how to put out & fanzine, I 1ra vvriting 
one such 2.rticlo my :J e l:f, but itr s for fanzine publication a nd can 1 t 
hopo to cover a11 o:f 1'.'hat I a lone have le arned. Informa tion could 
b e s1)ro acl ab out t he fan world when one :fanzine e ditor ( or ind i vi d­
u a l f a n, for t hnt ma tter) discovers who r e s t enc i ls or ink may b e 
bout;;ht f or very low prices; po~rn ibly f a n s could pool r e sources 
& got bi g quantities of stu .f:f at a saving to all, if postage dicli.1. 1 t 
prove prohib itive. And p e rht1ps t he best of all :ftmctions would b o 
some sor t o:f refund service for f a ns gypcd on fol ded or non-appear­
ing f an z i nes. I clon 1 t know h ow it coulcl be worlrnd out, but there is 
surely s orne way. If a sort of insur ance policy could be had, that 
would p e r mit 1., fan to subscribe to c. f anzine and b e certa in tha t h e 
will get oitJ:10 r hls monoy b a ck or other f anzine s in case tho one h e 
buys fol d s it s ten t a n d s toc::.ls a way- -ii' t J:-rnt coul d be managed, r a n ­
dom woulc~ be re1:Levod of ono of· its bl a ckest eyo s. 

If' n.n y one 
or tb e ocli tor' s 

want s t o 
of i~OVA , 

s e c o n d i dett , vv:1.11 h o please write me, 
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MAN ALSO RAN 

By, Al Ashley 

I 

-·-
Why, loo.k towand the stars·,, Last Mam: puzzlement: in your eyes? 

Why7 do you; frown; with troubled gaze, 
Strive ta rec.all· those yesterdays 

When,. a youthful race, hearts ahllaze,, aspired t:o the skies? 

Why stare:• and vaguely rais:e your hand up to~ those. pomt:s of light:? 
Why_ sho.uJ.:d their briJJliani.t~ gleams conceal. 
The secret of the urge you feel? 

What: can~ those distant suns revea1- to your hefuddl.ed sight? 
, ' , 

Why · seek above, to find, Last:, Marr, what:. lies beneath! your fe·e1d 
0.bmma.ngled with that earth and st:one, -
Long mouldered flesh and crumhled bone, 

Your forebears, ali, have clearly;- shown. your yearnings obsoleta. 

Why;- snatch atJ: such a futile dream:, wherr ages of your race 
Charted the stars, and wrought~ with flame; 
The ver.y, atom: sought ta: tame·; 

Yet all . their effort failed to claiw. a pathwa-y· intto spm;1e'i 

Lowen your groping hand, La-st Man! Those thoughts you•_ voidwa-rd t:ossed 
Punsue a hopeless ancient· quest. 
Quelll that feel 1ing of dirm unresit! 

Stifle that stirring inc your breast.!. lfuur Heritage: is liosit! 



• 
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I think that story is a good example . of how to care for and 
coddle 'em, If you have one idea which does not seem enough in it­
self, use it as a nucleus around which a pearl-like covering is 
b u ilt by constant irritation. 

All stories must havo individual inceptions which could bear 
retellin8, The day Dale To.rr, attracted by a lotter I had in 
ASTOUNDING_, first showed up at my hor;ie, I was playing arotmd vdth a 
story which later became AT THE CENTER 01:;, GRli.VITY. Dale agreed with 
i:10 that i:1- a hollow planet, all objects would hang at the center. 
Years l n ter~ he pointed out to li1e that Wewton 7 using unimpeachable 
mathematics, ha.d decided otherwise. I wrote another problem story 
which I called AND 'fiIBlii T~mRB Wt.S ONE. It is a pity that there were 
so many scientific error s in that yarn, many of which I had orig­
i nally incant to avoid. But I was in such an inspirational :rnood ( so 
tickled to doa th vvith r.iy lilD. torial) that I ,vro'ce at white heat, with 
intense enjoyraent, and fj_nished tho to.le in t ·,vo days. 

T1IB MEi1 ij.1-JD THE MIRROR was written rri th sinilar spood. It was 
the result of more t;hci.n half r.t year during which I had, character­
istically, not ove n touc~1od the typewriter, One evening, being so 
long inuctivo,morely as a nGttor of curiosity us to vvhother I could 
plot anymore or not, I sat down vJith the bGro ic1oa of a Colbie-Dev­
erel yarn. Of course: the plot was already thoro --- cop captures 
outlaw.,. outlaw uses his wits to escape. Tho idea I had was vuguo -­
something on the other side of the moon. Why not a hugo cavity of 
some kind? MD-ko it a smooth cavity -·- nmlrn it a giant mirror. Make 
it porfe ctly fri ctionlos s -- so rrJ thouc;hts ran. 

Previously, I had written stories about a giant lover and a 
giant siphon. For some tino, I had wanted to write a story wherein 
a giant pendulum played tho princip2J_ part, but nothing had come to 
mind. Now, miraclo of miracles, this frictionloss, spherical, giant 
mirror provided the rno.terial fol" a perfect pendulum sixteen hundred 
miles long, ancl eventually gp vo tho extru :fillip that was needed to 
make tho story somewhat original. Using rrry author's licenso, I 
brought a now planet into tho solar system (how convenient thnt is) 
and tiy chc,rcLctors found tho mirror, and formed the bob of the pen­
dulw~1-wi thout-a-strinc;. I wrote THE MEN ,.lW TI-IE IV1IRROR one night, 
15,000 vrnrds of it; drinkinB quanti tio s of coffee to koep me awake. 
John W, Cmnpbel1, Jr., had just been rnado editor of A:::,ToUNDING. 

Churlos R. Tanner was an author whOi:1 I had long adra.iroc~. I had 
road h~s prize winninc; story in cm early WONDER, and his Turni thalts, 
and kne 1<V he li vod in Cincinnati. I never h,,d tho enterprise to look 
him up. I ran into . him briefly in 1933 at some sort of writer's 
club, talked vv'ith him, rerrd one of his stories, and was terribly 
awed be cause he was tho first author I h.ud ovor mot. A fow years 
lator,I stnrted sellinc; yarns, and I ran across a friend of his who 
li vod on tho floor bo1ovr Tanner. Still, onr w2..ys did not · meet. One 
day,I recoivocl a circulur fror1 Rrc:.yYi1oncl A. Palmer, who had just been 
rnado edi tor of .. -dvi11. ,.'.ING 0T(..RlEi.::>, ,:i. sldng for yarns of a certain type, 
Eventual ly~ I appco.rod in tho first Zif:f--Davis is suo with ESC1.:.PE 
TlJJWUGh 0Ph.CJ.i;. Also on tho contents pf:.go 'N2cs TFiE V.6:NI.'.:>HING- Dli~Iv10NDS 
by Chc.rlos R. himsoJ.:f. As I fnlly oxpoctod, that 0von5_n3 ~:annor 
called, and an enduring fr:Londship vvas stnrted. It d0volopod that 

(Try a third-class lever) 



each of us had wanted to contact tho other, but none had tal::en the 
pains until Ziff-Davis put us on tho same contents pago. 

I nD stil l sticlcing to tho 1;10.in subjoct,although it seems that 
I w111.clor off' occasionally. To.nncr' s holp is o vidont in many of my 
stor1. es , o.s i::.i T:::Lrr I s. Doth nro b ot t or scie ntist s th:::m I. Upon soll­
in0 'fi:.iE M0 1rH, Tan ... ncr waxed onthusi c:~stic., unc1 worked out a complete 
s o t of :l:mch inory for bringing the :rovors o c: Fitz g0 r a ld Contr action 
about 1 '.vit ~1 tho n umos of· inventors, thoir hiat o:rio s ., the cla to.s of 
discovo:C'y of oach rtf 'blle p:>"':i.nclp: ... o s w'.15.c11. loo. to t he finLll HE ( Hol­
lormy -- Eo.nmond ) cJ.ri ve. You havo alro o.o.y s oc n rofor oncos to t h o Wit­
tenbe rg o. toril disruptors, the Hollo11vr.,y v1::cuum fee clors, tho protono­
clasts, t h o O.Ea thon ;1. tubes. Tho HH drive i t s e lf h a s boo n used in 
only thro:., ~3torios : tho onu o.lI'OD.dJ n c.t:c:1ocl: ~J:U/1:B: Wl. l'/1.1::> l'. ,' .:iEJ:I;LIGTON, 
and a novol soon t o n:::ipcnr in S'f\.H'i'J. ,L H.+ ,_; J\)RIEo , 

Somotirnos scor~r i c7.eas rof1..:wo to be c o c~.C1 c cl. Thero i;1i ght bo a 
good situntion, so1,10 ob vi oufJ cb...l.1•ct c.t o:c.' ~; j so me obvious dovclopmont, 
but no end. In su ch c-:tfio s I e:;o n o :rc\J .. 7.;,:~ ga:11010, cm cl hopo thn t every­
thing will turn out uli right o I st ..t,:-c ·c1Y) s tory,. 2.:1.d pray. I have 
many starte d stor :1.o so But t he r e t ,a,rc l::.,z..; c n rnoro which have solved 
thomsol vo s, such as ~CEL ·J1 h.HT1J:UiJ 1.Jj~_; .'l'F; D1TiG- H.:.1EH Oi11 Dl'.lO:ClJJ.~00, TM 
MAN WHO H:C!.. V_;j i{ LIVE D, F,~(IL,~ •. ' OF 1J1J:;:;.~: T)L 3j.C:1-i.~L' 0 'i 11,R, l\i.UTll'lf ON THE 
drr:i_·'-',.K-· R1.\ ". otc. -- 7 " 7 th .. •· 7 • t' J 7 • 7 

.i..:, • ., l Ql(J_ no· c:. v o UU0.tl j_ ( •_c a Wl10 I'C - :10 ;,;7 YifOU _(,, WJ ... 11.(.L up 
but tho·y- did, cmd 2-01i1e t:i.no s tho r c L.dc) T' ri e;70~1. l ike cl ti1om. 

I have often wondered if thoro n cro u. J':'ornnla for iclcas. I 
would lik0 to h a. vo it, for Lord l:nows how I h o.to to write stories 
not contrD.liz ocl o.rou11.d sor,10 ic:J.c n br<,inst ori:i. I do knoYv, h owever, 
tho.t nost of those stor:Los of 1i1inc which have ·00 0 11 ca lJ...od problem 
stories do follow a formula, uncons cious or not. Ono mere l y blows 
an ovoryclny sclontific principle to c;i r:.nt dimensions --· on o plays 
with toys on o. coJ...losal s chorno . Of.fhc.ncl, to s hov.r ny toncle ncy in 
that direction~ I romonbcr idoc. s s1.1ci1. us a gla nt :mirror, a giant 
lover, a gl£1.nt siphon, a gic.nt p onr5.1.1 l-rn:1., o. g i t::tr1·1~ i~"olmtD. in, a giant 
ll1ng, a gim1t wo..t or spout, u g inj1t r.\:.i.n, 

Wh.y such ideas ;__c;)J_)onl to 1i10 I do n ot know. I co.n, hoYrn vor, haz­
zard guesses. Subconscj_ousl7, I proba bly focl i;iysolf to b e small, 
insignif'lcunt, and thus must cro,L t o g ic.ntisms. Thut 1 s one J;;Lwss. 
Another: A writer trios, in 0ach o.f his [1torios, to -lay tho who:b 

universe before his ror).ders. He L:novra,, llowovcr, t h 2.t no will never 
accoi;1p l ish tha t font. All ho ct~n over· d.o i::~ to slice off ono thin 
sogmunt, rnco.nwhilo roaching ont v:, :1.nly for tho rest. Therein, I 
believe; lios most o:r:' the h a rd. work .~.n wr5.tin[s. Tho knoii!lo dgo that 
you wunt to give ovorythinc, but c~~•t. Tho procuss of try ing and 
failinG, of enforced soloctivity i ns t ~~d of cor~rohcnsive n0ss, is 
galling. So, to ,,.void attor.1p tin[~ an. ~:_ i,;J) ou s iblo to.sk; why not select 
some nico, sllirry, brand-new phenome non which is isolated by its 
ideal perfection frorn tho r e st o:f t h e world, o.nd con.tor tho omo•· 
t1ons of s oi;10 clwro. ctors around tl1,:~t pb.onor1onon ins toad of o.round 
ovoryd1..1-y problems which a rc pulled at ~md distorted nnd affe cted by 
tho mo.cl wl1.irl of a milJ...ion beings until, lo! tho poor author doos 
not know who.t to put in fro1;1 aJ...l tho cor,mlex EKls 9 of ma toriul. Tuko 
your pick. ·· 

Now do you know how to fo od and coddle 1 ora? Kindly wri t e, care 
of NOVA., D.nd l ot E10 know, t oot 

--30--
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I REMEMBER WHEN 

By Private Donn Brazier 

The Air Corps has not had me long, really; but the grea t dis­
tance from hon~, the rapid changes, the shake-up of a £ormer ly un­
eventful life, the new faces, novel situations --- all these things 
have carved notches in the coils of time. Science-fiction and fan­
tasy seems very far away. 

And now I look back. • • • • 

To see Don Wilcox., red-eyed and sleepy, just arisen from an 
old, black coat thrown on his office floor. 

To see the first cover oi' Frontier pull up from the gelatin. 

To see the members of the Milwaukee Fictioneers discussing 
their latest plots in Art Tofte's living room. 

One Sunday in late Spring, George Tullis, former Chicago fan, 
and now somewhere at sea, Betty Deppiesse, and I boarded the North 
Shore for Chicago. Walking from the Loop to the lakefhoro. we pick­
ed up Yeoman Tullis' oar, a bag of French-fried shrimp, and burned 
gasoline to the Wilcox residence. 

Don•s wife let us in their upstairs apartment. ttNo, Don isntt 
home. He's been working at his office since yesterday, and I don't 
expect him back until evening. ;r · 

While we sat conversing and playing with Don's little ped• 
haired girl, I began to doubt the wisdom of my ambition to be a 
writer. I wondered how a writer t s wife felt to be alone. 

"Can we call Don py phone? 11 

11No, 11 she smiled., "it's Don ' s pet idea -- no phone to ring and 
disturb him. His office is his hideaway." 

And we had the crust to invade his hideaway bodilyl 

We knocked on his office door. It opened suddenly, and there 
stood Don Wilcox, a chubby-raced, tousled haired, sleepyhead. I 
looked at his red-lidded eyes, and, again, doubts about the writing 
game crept into li1.Y thoughts • 

t. Needlessly he explained, 11 ! · was napping, been working all 
night-. ii He gestured to the old coat on the floor of his tiny office. 
I felt like a heel for waking him because he looked like he needed 
sleep more than anything else in the world. 

While there I Spied Don's filing cabinet -- a large card-board 
carton in the corner. This was heaped to overflowing with manu­
script, most of it red-inked by Palmer. How I longed to be left 
alone with that for half a dayl I said as much to Don and he grac. 
iously invited me to pay him a return visit. Induction into the 
Army came bei'ore that could happen. 

( 'J?ry an inclined plane) · 

.. 
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{Note to fan magazine publishers: TJllb.ile there Wilcox & Tullis 
discussed a rewrite ·Tullis mo.de of one of Donts stories.The story's 
t ·itle I do not r0r.1ember,though it was somethin.cs about a stone doll. 
George rewrote it in the style of Lord Dunsany. Get hold of this., 
editors; it would make ·an interesting feature.) 

We left Don, who continued working on the II juvenile;; he was 
writ::Lng, to visit the zoo. After a very pleasant afternoon showing 
the animals to Caroline, we were all toc;ether again over a waffle 
supper. 

At timos Don c;ot a word in ::ileclgewise, for Tullis was render­
ipg sevoral of Lord Duns any• s fantasies. This is an obsession with 
George which he exercises quite frequently. 

Driving Don down to his off:tce aguin• later in the evening.:, we 
said goodbye. How late dicl. he work that SunclE1-y night before his 
tired body relaxed on that old black coat on the floor? 

A dominant impression remains: writing as a profession isntt; 
it's a trade. 

For quite some time I had had the desire to publish a fan. mag, 
and the fortnation of tb.e Frontier Society mo.de the need for a mag­
azine o cute, 

Phi l Sch1..rn1a nn and I becan a series of partially successful ex­
periment t:: in compoundinG our ovm hectoe;raph composit:Lon. I recall 
the fir s t batch vre poured -- into a saucer I placed in the refrig­
erator. Ifoi.:I thrilled we were at the test 1 It worked like a dream, 
and for gelatin in the formula we 118.d use cl Oran[se Jello 1 

Amb itiously, we boiled hue;e amounts of colorless gelatin and 
glycerin , pourinc the goo into pans, plo.tes, board molds, and re­
f'ri gera t or trc,ys. I gue s ::, v,e nearly drove my mother nuts with the 
mess we mn de of her k:ltchen; an.C.:. when one of the trays tipped and 
flooded the contents of the refrigerator with sticky-oily goo, 
th1nc;s u ere brought to a fo ens. But not until the cover of' the I''irst 
F'rontie r was hectoedl 

Some of' yon may have seen the first issue. It had a simple 
cover. I drew it in DUrDle Ditto pencil, placed it f[tce down on the 
homemade co1;1posi tion: reii1oved it, and nct:riired the reverse, purple 
i:mo.ge l e ft behir1d. i;/iy heart was beatinc:; hard; so far so good~ but 
would i t really work? The otack of clean white paper. One by one 
the she e ts v1onc down and came up · hectoed! Success was viith me until 
the 45th copy, for then tlle gelaiin stripped and stuc)::: to the paper. 

But Frontier I s first edition v;,-as launched. I savr the second, 
third s " ncl. f'01..1.rth come fro1n my room; Schuma:nn made the fifth; and 
now Klingbiel carries on with the sixth and future issues. 

Boy s, it 1 s work. 

The i.;10eting at Art Tofte I s home brought to6ether the members 
of the ) ilvmukeo Pictioneers. Weinbaum was a star member before his 
death; o.nd Po.lrn.er Eitil1 runs up from. Chicae;o 1101,1 o.nd then to keep 
his me:i11he r8bi:~) a.live. 

'rJ:1is particul2.1, 1neetin[~ wao brought she.rply 
ju.c:1t tb.e other d ny when I cxa1;1L1e cl t he DGceiilbcr 

( 1.:Ii.st l Use a hyctranlic lJ.oist) 

into my thoughts 
FAlif'l'.,, .:::i~l'IC .i:-:..DVEN-
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TURES on page 67 and read PD.lmer' s reraarks on Fnrley Is s e quel to 
__ 

11 City of Lost Souls". Perhaps, by the time you read this "Paradise 
' Regain0d 11 will already have been published. 

It was at this meeting that Farley read to us in clipped and 
measured cadence as much of the story as he h~d f'inished. A dis­
cussion flared up about the title. Furley thought it perfe ct, but 
every other member laughed and said, 11Yot1 think P~mer would use 
that title?ll It would seem Farley was right; he's 41he type to be 
right. 

In case you arc wondering about Al P. Nelson's contribution to 
the colloboration, it is this. When you read tho fight scene in the 
cafe,you'll bo reading Nelson's work. Farley admitted his inability 
to write good, fast action, and complimented Nelson on his ability 
to write it. So uny terrific action scenes in "Paradise Rogained 11 

are the work of Nelson. 

Prominent at the mooting was Robert iiBobbio H Bloch, tall, dark 
and v~ird. He related a particularly gruesome plot entitled 11 The 
Corpse That Would Not Stay Burieda. Perhaps this has been printed 
already, for I have not soon a WEIRD TALES 1at0ly. 

Of course, host Art Tofte was prominent in tho circle. He ad­
vanced an idea for a story; in a future invasion of America a hero 
borrows weapons lifted from previous stories in Amazing. Ha s this 
boon written yet? Perhaps not, because Art was gunning for bigger 
game, notably E0QUIRE. 

Considering each of those three mcmorios,I feel one way : stu.ff 
is work. --

But ain't it fun? 
END 

TO THE CRITICS OF NOVA: 

Whoever thinks a faultless piece to see, 
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor e'er shall be. 

--- Alexander Pope. 

THINGS THAT TICKLED OUR FANCY: 

That magnificent bit about the necktie that wasna slight shade 
of nausea . .. --- From Allen Glass ,- uMetamorphu. 

IT BEARS REPEATING: 

"This is something every fan should keep in mind. _ Whet her one 
magazine is better than another depends chiefly on whether any par­
ticular reader thinks it is better. That is a matter for individual 
decision.__" - From Ivialcolm Jameson's article in SUN SPOTS , Feb.1942. 
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SCENE: The Ashley liv:ing room --- editorial office and publishing 
headquarters of NOVA. 

CHARACTERS: E.E.Evans, seated carelessly in a vr icker rocker, man-
euvering a barely-lit stogie from one corner of his mouth to the 
other; Jack Wiedenbeck, leaning sti?f'ly back in hi s chair due to 
back brace, his cust; oniary expression of ennui much in evidence; 
Al Ashley, sprn.\vled in an easy cl'J.ail~ 2,s ii' care1e ssly flung there, 
tippling from ti1,1e to time fr'or2 a -oott l e of Coca -Cola. 

Act I. 

E.E.EVANS: (Removes cigar from mouth ,, spits r'esidue on carpet.) 
Well., Yvha t is there yet to be written for this is sue of NOVA? 

AL ASHLEY: (Glances at carpet; shrugs, Looks pointedly at Jack.) 
The Arterial isntt done yet. 

JACK WIEDENBECK: (Looks sheepish.) I don't know \·vhat to write it 
about. 

AL: Why not t ake so me particular phase of art work and consider 
it in the light of all the v a rious artists? 

JACK: (Nods head and tries to appoar thoughtful.) That might be 
alright. I 1 ve kinda wanted to go into this business of Finlay and 
his imitators -- like Bok and Magarinn. 

AL & EE.ti,;: (In crudely synchronized chorus.) Whadayo_ mean? Since 
when was Bok a Finlay imi t 2. tor? 

J1-i.CK: ( In a lecture-room tone.) Finl2.y, Bok, Cartier, Magarian, 
and others depend on ntrick effects ,i for their style. Finlay was 
the one who started it. But tho.t kind of style will wear out rap­
idly. What I wonder is whether they ar e cnpable of changing their 
styles before evorybody tires of' L-1ern. I believe Finlay is a great 
enough artis t to be able to chnnge completely vvhen necessary. But 
I don 1 t think the rest a re. 

i-i.L & E~.r:;; ( Vvith slightly improved timing.) Nuts£ Bok is one of the 
best artis t s in Scientifiction. 

JACK: (Wagc;les finge r for emphasis.) No, he isn 1 t. He depends en--
tirely on iitrick stuff :i. Wi tl1.out that he would be no good at a11. 
Just look at one of his pictures. Look at several of them. They 
are al l the saiile. Before long the fans will tire of them. Then 
Bok will be done. 

EEE: (Rummo.ges frantically through a pile of prozines., scattering 
them a 11 over the floor,) 

AL: (Shakes head slowly) You 1 re scrov,y, J a ck. Bok originated his 
particular style, and he is slowly but continually changing it, 
What if it does depend on Htrick effects ii? He can and is develop­
ing new tricks all the time. 

Ji,.CK: ( Smiles patronizingly at Al.) There 1;vas an artist about ten 
or fi.fteen years ago ---- remember that magazine? let 1 s see ---
what V'las the name of it? 

EEB: (Emerges from pile of prozines on the floor. Holds up two 
mags, one with a. Bok cover, the other open to a Bok interior.) 
There 1 Could any two pictures be more di .fferent than those? 
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AL: . (Ignores EEE) I defy you to produce the work of any other ar­
tist that could have been the originnto~ of Bok's style . 

E1+1E: · _. (Paws _through some more prozinos a nd come s up with a nother 
· Bok · interio·r.) Lookt There are . three Boks _ • . ·, And they are all dif-
ferent. - . · · · · . ·: . 

JACK: \-'-, (Ignbro·s : EEK.) Well, aeyway,what I st.artod to say was . that 
'. Finlay_ · is the only one who is enough of a real artist t o change 
his technique before it gets stale. . . .. 

EE:t!;: (Produces a fourth Bok.) Now just look at these fou r pies. 
If I didn't know different, I'd-·th_i:n._1-{ they _were done by f our dif­
ferent artists. Of course I don't know anything about art, but •• 

JACK: (Interrupting.) But they are unmistakably Boks. The tech-
nique is the same. 

AL: (Tries to confuse the issue with quibbling) Yes,the t e chnique 
is the same, but the style is different. 

JACK: ( SNORTS) You just don't know much about art, Al. 
EEE: (Business of :f'Lunbling with mags.) Now I don't claim to know 

anything about art. I just liko it or I don't like it. But here 
are four different stylos, or techni qu es , or whatever you want to 
call 1 em. Yet they aro all Doks. 

J'lL: Suppos e 'NO say they are f our phases of the so.me style. 
J ,:-i. CK: YeahtAnd soon h e will rnn out of phases.Then he 111 b e done, 
ii.L: Just wha t righ"c h e.We y ::m to assu me there is any limit? 
EE:L: (Nods sagely.) To 2i1e, these are four different pictures. 
ATh: (Ra ises h a n d_ in imperative gesture demanding a ttention,) Now 

hero is the wo.y it seem$ t o me. ':i.1here a r e , fir st ., the rrPhotogrG.­
p-hic artists, •- like 1-Ncsso and Dold a n d Krupo. o.nd Fuqua. 

Jii.CK : · (Deri stvo l y. ) aPl10tographi c;1 l 
.L1.L: I moan they try to dr aw tho p ie as it should look in reality. 

They approach photographic porfoction as close as their partic-
1.:1.lar ability permit s -- vvhicJ.1 isn 1 t very clo se s ometimes. 

J1i.CK : ( Wi t h r1ock c-,ttent i VE.moss of bored parent listening to the 
ramblinc;.s of o. ch:L l d. . ) OK. Bo t hoy are photographic artists. 

EKG: (Plaintively) Now just look at these four pictures. Did you 
ever see foul'"' pies any different t han those ? 

AL: {Ignores EJ;;:s. ) Second, there a r e the trick a rtists :r as you 
term them, such as Finlay, Bok and Magnrian. 

JACK: • • • . . and Cartier. 
AL: You're cra zy. Cartier i s a chaz.:;tcaturist. 
JACK: Well., who.t is t hat but Htriclr o.rt 11 ? 
AL: (Insistently .) Cartier's in a class by himself. So is Paul, 

for tha t rna ttor.Pc.ul's o. mech~'-nicnl draughtsman and poster artist. 
JACK: And h o go t in a rut and never got out. And so will Bok. 
AL: (With fooling.) Nutst Bok is a real artist. His pictures have 

something. 
EL;_i1;i I'll s ay they have.Now you t ake the se four Boks. Did you ev-

er. • • 
AL: (Interrupting Errn.) . Bok's pies have emotional npponl. They 

create o.n atmosphere thut 1;1alros you fool vividly the alienness or 
fantasticness of t ho scene thoy portrD.y . 'rl-1a t is re a l nrt, not 
more illus tr::ition . 

JACK: ( Tries to inllEtle cigare tte and hiccup at the same time with 
di sastrous re sult s ,) 

E.Sl'.;; (:aold sup proz ines for c 0i,1po.rison of pies.) now take these •• 
J11.CK: ( I gnoT'e :::; EEj~ .) OK, Al. Ho. ve it your way. But I still don I t 

think Bok can chango o I hope h e doos , but I cl_on 1 t expe ct it. 
VOICE PR011il KI TCHEN : Would you gentlemen CG. I' O for o. little snack? 

(Wil d s t cti;:ipode foJ' the kitchen, E:CE i s l ELs t b e e n.use of d i fficulty 
in t oarin0 h imc7o lf avmy from prozinoEi with Bok pictures.) 
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Forry Th o Ack - ;'NOVACIOUS l '' Moro jo - "REFRESHINGt ii 
Claud DGgler - 11 GRAND1 1

; Dr. C. L. Barrett - ;1 VERY NICEta 
Trudy Kuslan - aTHElViENDOUS ~ '' Loo no.rd Mc.rlo•:J - "INFINrrJ..1ELY F.JNE t 11 

Dr. E. E . Smith - HALL Xt II Aldon H. Norton - iiil'ifTEHESTINGl ~ 11 

Hol on Br adleig~1. - ;i SCRUMPTIOUS t i, Edwin Counts - 11WOWt a 

Ross Morgan - 11 INTERES'r i-~ROUBEDL tr Joe Fortier - 11 STELLAR~ a 
A.L. 11 Su ddsyir Schwartz - aCHEEt 11 Bill Deutsch - iiTrfo.NKSt" 
Leonard J. Moffatt - 0

A POSEY FOR NOV.ht ;1 Bill Brudy - iiGRE1-i.T~ i ,i 
JOE F1--1.NN - rirT S'l1 INKS l 11 Jolln T,,ill a rd - rirT Is '11EE Nurrs ~ Ii 

Dr. and Mrs. Alo.n Be clrnr - ii;::J'.t'UPENJXJUS t ,i IL E. Dixon - ;i SUPERB 1 i, 
Sam Bo.s ham, Jr. - nsuP~R-GOODt u Erle Korshak - 11 100% BY MEn 
Harry J cnk ns - "DOGGONE GOOD!i, Bob·,Sttid'ie.y .- rrTf:RRIFICt" 
HaPry WLtrnor, Jr. .. "hlEHVBLLOU,'3 i u Wal/;n:_1 Liebsch.er .. 11 STILL AWED1 1

,~ · 

Carl Ho t z - '1EHCLOSED ONE BUCIU n Le Roy Tackett - r;SUPER-NOV1--1. t i, 
Re nry A . Ackermann - HABSOLU'rELY rrOPS 1 '1 Martin Alg0r - o1SN1~RGLE ! '1 

Louis Rus sell Chauv0nc t - HBRILLI.ii.NT I NNOV.1tTIONt 11 Yn/J'Vi - 11 ~HH,trt 

Ray VanHouten - ;;J\,1AGNIFICEN'I1 t ;; Charles To.nner - ':r COLLOS1-\.L ! ! '' 
1;Rusty'1 Ba rron - iii:i'rRIKINGt ,; Edward c. Connor - iiSPECT1--1.CUL1-,.Rt.; 
Freel W. F ische r - i i 1-,.R1rDiTIC FORM.b.T L II John Lapin - iiiillEP IT UP t Vi 

Josoph Gilbo rt - ;;TR.i:,DITIO H 8 1\.iJ-i. dlfilRt ii Rona ld Clyne - trI LDill IT! 11 

D. B. Thonm son - '1 SWELL PLUS t ,; Jacl-i: Donovan - :,our.I1.STi-i.NDINGt ;i 

Richa rd B;,mnl e r - ;;Im.~P IT CO h1I NGt ii Donn Br a zier - nwONDERFULL ;; 
Graph Wa lcloyor - ;r DIS'l'ING'l1 IVE ~ if Loigh Brc. ckett - firr 1 8 A HONEYt" 
Charle s Hicll e y - rrF. S}}OCh: '110 S E.G ~0

• ~OD b.J-,,Gt tr POGO - ;rQ,UALITYl ! 1
'. 

Victor 1'.11~1.y per, Jr. - 11 Bl!.:S'l1 LOOKING~ ,r Bill Evans - HEXCELLENTt" 
Mark Roin sbor n· ·· 11 RE.f.D Jt:L1 COIVJ.PLitL1BLYL i, Georrj'o Eboy - 11 SUP:tf:RIORl 11 

Jorry d e 1 0.. R~o , Jr~. - 0 NICE Mf~Gt ii Lynn Bridges - i
1SUPERL ATIVEl '. 1 

Ec.Lrl Barr Hunson - ''GOOD LUCKL" Leo O'Connell - aDW,illPS OTBERSt' 1 

Julie Unger - rri'.:MELL - RE1TEHA'l1:tm~ ii Bob Tucke r ·· 11R1-/rES A 1011 11 

Art Widne r; Jr. - "I I fa ElifT ~-IUSEDt '' Bob- B.einH::in .... 11EXGEPTIONAL! ii 

Elm0r Pordno - tiE~:fCLOSED PI NP. •• t, Thelma Morga n - 11 IIvi1'ii.ENSEt '.'. 
Wa lt Daughe rty - "W-.l:f...1., T1l1AM.hGt" Milt Roth.11'.l.an - 11 A SYMPHONY! 11 

Joc.n Pha nny - irPHEW! ! n 

Tho instr ument s r egist e r t h o folJow:ln3 for tho first wave of radi a -
t i on fr ou HOV/:, : ( 1 - 1 0 sy s te rn ) 

Front Cov o r ·· 
E. E. Smi th - 8. 6 
Bill Brudy ·- 7. 7 
Bob Tuck 0 r •· e . o 
ArtoriuJ. •· - 7. 7 
Cont-of-Ar ms - 8.4 
Art Worl<: - ·· 9. 3 
( Somo rr,to d cho 1nn~-:; 

Conte nts - 7. 3 
Aclrnrma n - 7. ~~ 
G. R. J,![o c t - 6 • 0 
It's Stfn ct - 7. 2 
Last Word·· 7.0 
Ba ck Cover - 9 .-1, 
IVi8. t or io.1 - 8 . 3 

Editoria l - 8. 2 
Pla nning Al10 ad - 7. 5 
LensmD .. n On ~rho Loose - 8.0 
L E, Nova Fommo - 7. 5 
Hor o.. lclry Ibp t. - 6. O 
11 Tl..lrn Pa go ii - G. 0 
Forma t - - 9.3 
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. .{(We now present oxcorpts from tho many fine lette rs we 1 ve 
received, com:monting on tho .· first issi:10 ~ We regret exce o d­
·ingly . our inability to print whole letters, or oven p a rts 
·of all 'the letters. But we do tako this occasion to tha nk 
qur reader s· for : the ir response, and to urg0 tb.oso who have 
riot written their c011.1mcnts to do so. Again our thai1ks. )) 

FICTIONEBRS, Inc. -·· ~LDEN H. NORTON, Editor. ncongratulations on 
you:r :first i s suel Botl:1 -the layouts and tho contents in general seem 
exceptiona l in quality. I found it very interesting reading . u 

((Aw Gee Vv.hizl Dtya really 1ncan it?)) 

MORO JO, ur thot Bill Brudy rs t a ctics wore so clover that .. r -~ tnyd 
them out on an Esperanto fan the other nite. He came to our rtFutur­
ian Housen with nothing particular to do,so I askt him if he 1 d like 
to :read a story. I lookt for 'Who Goos Thorof 1 but somebody soomd 
to have borrowc1 it, so I compromis0d with 1w11.o Was Dilmo Deni ? 1 • 

1JVhen the Espfan left, ho carryd with him · a voluntarily soug...ht list 
of Stf titles tha t ho coul d find a t the Pi:l,blic Library, such as• 1The 
World Below', 'Last & First Mon', 0 star-Bogotton' 1 & 1Whon The 
Slee per Wakes' • 11 

( ( Such 1~orthrightn0 s s cannot be too highly commended.,.. 
you herewith a re gra.ri t c d tho NOVA SEl--1.L OF APPROV1"'L 
rights Elnd privileges appertaining thereto.)) 

Morojo;i 
wi th all 

4e ACKERIVI.<iN 6 
11 Flash i Flash1 This is tho Gra ham Cr Ackerman, brood­

casting from Prim Base. A Short-Circuit Tako -Off inspired by that 
saga without a sag, 'Lonsman on the Loose', entitled 1Lent 1 s Man on 
the Lu's' -- by All Gashly. A Talo of tho Crnlatic Petrol, f ueld by 
Ho -brew--0, don't Jo-wish I roligiou s l -:cit' d choke such joke s -_? at 
their origin? But there Methodist in my madness, and,,jest ·-to show 
my t a stes are Ca tholic -·· Here i s the question that overloade d tho 
Overloads of' Ta lcum & drove tho Ike vrild: Tim { Tho Gay Lensman) •••• 
he neve r brings hor pretty flovrnrs •.•• why does she go on carry;tng 
tho borts ch for Tim? No wonder t hey c a ll her 'Nerts• MacDoo l ittlel;i 

{(Goodyl Having road the o.bovo, tho !_'est of Fandom will be all 
in <.t la.thor to join in our new hobby--cutting out paper dolls. 
Goo, goo t ) ) 

RAY VLN HOU'l1EN; 11 I would advise you, and any othor f a n od i tor at 
the rhomont, to shun as· the Ho ll-known plague tho se so-ca lled humor­
-ous fiction pieces such as your 'Lonsmo.n on the Loose 1 • This sort 
of thin·g has b oon done to a turn during tho past :flvo yoars, and 
thes e stories arc no longer tho scroar.1in3ly funny things t hey were. 
The ton pages in NOVA which wore occupied by this story woro com­
pletely blank as f a r as I am concerned. ( (Imagine our f'e elings !Ed)) 
E .E. Smith, good. Ho took the old, old cry and told it fi"om a view­
point which h as no ver bo 0n usocl boforc, t hat of tho author, who a f­
t e r all is tho only one in a position to give tho fans what they 
want •••• It is true that publishers, a nd hence editors, ar e inter­
ested in financial r eturns, anc.I little 01s0. However they a rc vory 
much intGrestod in our 'Childish 8.n tics I bo cause the so antics in­
clude buying the mags which we like. It is a lso a missts.tornont to 
clo.im that t ho a cti VG fu.ns roprc sent only ono pe r cont of t he 1--.o a d-

( Post rnan uJ.vmys r:L:ngc twico1) 

J 
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ers of science fiction. 
about 99% of them. H 

Wo are but ono percent, but wo .. •represent 

( ( We refer you to tho article by John W. Campbell, Jr., begin­
ning on page 9 of this issue of NOVA. VVhile we still fail to 
agroo with many of tho points brought out in your lotter, we 
arc delighted with its frankness. We hope to receive another, 
as flbly written, comrnonting on this issuo.)) 

LEROY '1
11-'.CKETT: "Was I surpri:-:iod whon I di scovorod your fanzine in 

my mailbox. And flatto1°od too. To rocoivo a co1nplimontary copy of a 
fmz. was beyond my wildest dreams ( and some of r,_ry dreams are plenty 
wild.) It made mo happy. So happy that I dig down into tho pockets 
of my best friend and oxtri?cct sixty cents for a year1s subscri1:ition. 
( ( The gentleman has tho ric~ht idea 1 -·- Ed. ) ) I troL1ble d 2,s I took 
NOVA from tho cnvolopo. I di-,anl;: in tho covor. Turn.inc; tho mag over, 
I dranl-r. in tho back cover. (Ifm gonna swear off {!rinking.) I turn 
to tho contents page: Smith, AcJ.rcrrnan, Evans,. l'l'l'"ds can 1 t bo true., 1 

I mutte r. 1 I I m o.sleop. r To prove it I jab rnysolf with a pin. I dis­
cover t hat I am not a sleep ...••. r•vc boon a fan for loss than two 
y ears. 1 1 vo hoard about tho NFFF and I know that it is an organiza­
tion t o uni to fandom, But tho .. t is all I know iJ .. bout it. Why don't 
you run an o..rticle on tho Federation? You could toll its history, 
what i t has done; and what it plans to do in tho future. Such an 
articl e would help fan3 like my3olf no ond. 11 

(( We arc nogoticcting for 
i t in our next issue. 
a tack one tirno.)) 

su. ch a11 article, and hope to pre sent 
Sorry you ·woren 1 t asleep, We sat on 

D.B.TFWl11lPSON: ilTho roaction to NOVA as a v,rholo is: nsV:fELL PLUSt 
That,o:f courso,Ls just 2.n oxprosuion of personal opinion, and r,10ans 
quote ' exactly nothing' unquote. Still, I imagine you like to hear 
about i t. ((What a roalis:bic ina.gination you have.--Ed,)) No.l NOVA 
is thG bo st fir s t is suo Ir vo soon sinco FN.h.T.i\.;:;iIA ap}JO arod. I wont t 
say vvhcther it is bettor or worse, in my opinion. Both are good 
enough , without any odious comparisons, (Hore ho gives tho ratings) 
....... I hope those numbers rncan aor1othing to you; they dontt to mo. 
I 1 vo b oon trying for thro e years to vork out a system for rating 
tho prozinos, undhE'.vo Jnst r~bo..ndonod one whicr.1 I 1 vo boon usinc; for 
15 mont hs, becuuso it doo.sn 1 t seem to do tho job. 1; 

( ( Our r1.nswor to this problom is tJ.:10 contest announced on page 
1 4 , Horo 1 s hopin2 it brings forth some worthwhile ideas.)) 

FRED W, FISCHER; Ii Dear Duck: Thanks :for tho NOVA and for a par­
ticular ly fine first i;.Jsuo in fanzines. Tho ma torial was uniformly 
woll-vvr itton but I found it goncra11y dull bocD.nso it -vws neither 
inf orma ti vo nor thought-provoking. I co.nn ot prai .so c nough, however, 
tho exceptionally s.rtist ic format and tho p crfection of technical 
treatment.n 

( ( So NOVA is a 'keen' magazlne in a I dull I sort of wayl)) 

GR1--1.PH W.;,LDBYER: iiI liked pnrticularly the instructive article by 
E.E.Smi th, The takc -of1~ on Srnitht,3 Lonsman sorio :J in tho so.mo issuo 
is clo v er, but havir10 no plot or J11oti vation, too long! The 3arno 
o:C'fo ct c oul cl h,:..vc b oon - ·• ·· and w a,:1 achieved in the first three 



pages . Tho author of I Lon.sman en tho Loo so ' can handle tho l anguage 
o. k. , but ho cucM:; to r o,.:.d v ,)ry C::J.rcfu 7_~y wh.a t E. :_: 0 Smith says o.b out 

7 J " , • ., . ' • • T" I ' ' 1 ·-· 0() ~ ' - I • 1-p .. o c L:nu. 1i10·civ, , ·cio11.. 1·w. ·c s wn_c:,·c rcku·oo bCl vrnrcu::i ·cougn ·co c1O - no\, 
tho me r· o (L~ ;:.:l,, 1,,;1.:c-·--:-'):e a cticn itsc.Lf' . Be:~ ving t ::.:io our l o s r,;uo . Lcns ma n go 
thr')ugh 5vCG •: w' cls u:f l1c_1.:t,K'ro'..u net ion 1-s 0"-9Y , ( ( Gl'.·. -Y•,L,h ?) ) Having 
I)] 0 -:- r: r1c'l ""1(' J.l., ·i .,, ·: ; -:-_ .:; OY\ v.,,-, ·n l ,· ' c'I l0

..,..., .'. 0 _._ 1 , ,- , --,-,- ··: r · -· -- - ·l- ' - '; t l ·"' 1'1llr r'1 1 ' roll _... Jl.,. O'L1D'71 ii ... ....., t... ___ ll . _ .,L--. • .L '.1 .• . .,__1 .,1. . .... v _ • . .LL, L .. :.,.___, Jc..,.· Ll ,.,.u_c.. .:; . ·-v. ..) 0 1. o 

(' { ·we showod t:1i s l o i:;t0r -co D)c, lfa v.rants to krow wJ...at more you 
want t:o.an t he pl ot and rn.ot ivut :L:m ho workoc. into t ho couple 
hundro cl tnous :1n c1 WcH•ds t hz, t ·~1.10 story ')Ur.'lc s qno d, Of cou rso by 
its vor:5, n r:. turo ti-10 st o17 1vas no t · J.~1t onclod to stand on i ts own 
f oot , and a corta5_n am:mn::~ of :i:'aI,1i]im_.,i Jcy with Do c I s Lonsrnan 
serie s ·vvas .::l SSi.U,1o d. Plot ,Lncl rnoti7c1tio:1. worJ:or:'l. into u s t ory of 
t h io t ypo anc1 J.cnt:;:~11 '.'Joul ~:l be not o:rJy rcd1.F1cU1n-t; b l1.t we:~. l nie;h 
• '1 1 ) ) impos,':lJ_,J o ,, 

Bo 1LJ:.l r1·u-TC'l"('; .:, .. ,·.:,, ; ·i ~-"'" 'Now t h c.t I have had arn1;:i lc ci 1;10 to ~)1° owso through NOVA 
l/1, 1 1 d like to sb out a c ,mpL:, o ? ::100:;_•,:iy~1 [T~d n lr-_rn~3LL for Bill Drudy 
and his c1rt icJ o on convcrt i ne:; ,. p1:,:;n J,Jo L1t c J -JO FrLm , I b oliovo 
almost anyone c ,.:.n :)u c cmv,,:,rt c. (l t o s-~ _::'. ty ;,:t<:, l'.)}) : i cnt; j_on of just a 
spoonfFl o f hor,·;o- ;:iun1:,c 1.:pcin the 1.)r1:r t of tb0 co ::--~ ·,Tu l 't<.;_~.., ~ You I v o un­
doubtcdlv r'cc·, c1_ o. nurnl,c r o::: · s t01 ·5_0·a b , ·Je, u~ .lo V'ID Lo.vo .::ctt ::Jiur t od to 

tJ . l. J... :t-' 

convort othors t o St£'. Thu 1 ,t l:~ tl10 c;u-y.s i:~ my- s.ch001 wr_;_ggl ocl t :.1o ir 
fingers ~1, t thoj_r hc ~1 cJ.s., in u w}llr lJ.n['; mo -c i 011 1 so~:-t of t h in0 • And no 
wonder. In scmc probi~b il :1-ty, tho con.V(Jl'tcr jm·,1po :1 1~pc11 the c he st of 
tho con-v0rtoo, t·,-,.rw:o t a jndod copy of tho fi:c 'st Ctf e macs h e could 
got hi s h a.n.d.s on into t he zuy s fc,_e,c , 2-i1cl sn::lr:.oc1, 'Now l'C c.td i.t, da:en 
ye, 8.nd bo c or,10 a fan~ 1 11VJ-iu.t c.1_ hor·l'i_blc :111i9,tc1.Lu, c..s tb.c gent u n do· ... 1bt­
odly d i:3 co vorud. Do :'i. t che; s ci cntif::;_c nay ,, cJn-.rn .• F:':.ncl out whr,_ t kind 
of fictj_on t h e: chf.lf) cloos like t An6. ·UJ.cn, j_f you ( LL:: t:~LC conve rte r ) 
poo so ss any li:incl of £.:··-co1lc ct ton :l"i:; a ll,, y ou can pie\ : a good h.CJlf­
do zcn ynrnu ox~t ctly t o lLt s t .:rn t o ., If llo r o:~do l ove s torios ( a nd 
sorno do), why not b e ,subtle about it? Gi\tU hL,1 a copy of t]:J.o Do cem­
b 0, r 1938 Astoun(j ·D-B .. , sn.d c cts u a lly po :'J nt out :c,os tor clo J. Rc.1.y 1 s superb 
short, ' Ho '.on Qll.,oy i. T.J:10n 1Jrotl.LOr, ::.:5.t b,~L ck a:;:1d r;lo 2. t, You've hook­
ed. him! I cl1J'.1lc.;r, ;,,o a nyone to produce ::,_ ,'taro be aut:..ful s cionco -fi C·· 
' " 7 , - n •, , I ·. L , • 1 c, d • Go ·cion _020 scory. lI :.u~ s c,_o"t., ;::, c·c::i vo y2. r11s J.:O c~oc s :c or ·· ·- · · ga .. , J.VO 
him Sn1c1rt 1 s 1 Who Goou '.L1l.1or o ? 1 or any one of u c1o .zon other 0 ood do­
j;octivo stor~i.os . Ev,: ry t ypo of i:l"Cory oxc op t p ure :1orno c;ric1.phy is ·ro-::­
prosontod in Stf. W:li:1 hh1. ovo r t J10 subtlo wa--;/ . Don I t bo r,_ dunce and 
hit b.J.r!1 on tho head WJ.th tho fir s t Stf. EW.g y on corn.o to, and then 
wonder vrJ:\,,- ho uhlrls h i s :finge r El t 7ou. I vmn1c:L wh irl a f'ingo r nw·· 
self," 

( ( Wo c onsider t h is Jott e r ,t vnlur:.blo D.111p li:ficctt ion of Bill 
Brudy 1 t1 etrticlo, ec:ncl fc c J_ tJ:i.a t ovur_r fan s:Joul cl clovoto a groat 
deal of thone;ht to tho subject. ~--01..,C' ·c 0O, i ::.i a lotter which 
f a irJ.y sJ.-J.Out.s n l ond i ts ( cr1ancJ to r-~)po;c1r i n c.~ Roa.dor 1 s Section 
O.lr.i (1 ·r,-,,1 17 ..:,' .,-, ( ., 1i~fo· l1l c·J .1--i ....... ·i ~L. ~·1or . )"1° .'L,-1-) -1 .-:, c·~ .. -· J0 1J ·-, -·, ,h ... o• r ~ ·1"'or.l- "'!1 co1'11·nn' • . (... ··- Cl ~.,;_, -'·- J..:. ·, • n ., __ .L L, lJ.<--, l, iL . -..: ( -- : ... -- .... , •. , .• L ' I J. (,) " ' ,_; - l, J. . ..L. ·o 
f or pr :1. r:d:;1 n:}; in i,nturo i G .sn o s, ; ) 

BILL EVAN~:\~ [iOr0 :::nc;r;o ~l tion for c1- pro joct for Fandom. Ho w about a 
co mp l o t o lint of Stf. ap;)onring i n oth,)r tha11 rognl a r Stf. lhc'.:.,g s '? I 
know t hat F',,.mt~:sy r an sn ch Et 11st, bnt it wnsn 1 t c ornp l c to., a nd how 
ma ny f a.1rn L ctivo n.ow cun s c cure c.c e;o s s tu files of pu.:ntc:.sy ?It so oms 
to rnc t;:tat t ]J0 i 'E'Y<'f'--·shou ld so :) t h.J.t S'.l ch u 1;_ ~t wcis c mll]J J le d . It is 
not c, job for ono r.Ktn b ut v,ro nJ '.\ ro (lnir'o t hu so:r1v5.c or1 of most of 
F~~ndom. Doalcru liku Unge r ancL 4o would bo {:'. gro :l·c hoJ_p, ~tw:1 co1-
lcctorn liL:o LDP, vvb.o h u.vo socurod o r:d :'i.to:t;w_? won:i.cJ p J_ ay an irnpor-



.. 

page :39~-. 

tant rol e. In fact, anyone with an odd piece of St.f. should report 
it. One person -vrnuld probably have to undertake sifting the reports 
into one complete list. This could then be published either serial­
ly in a fanzine, or as an independent mag by the NFFF itself. If 
the NFFF desired, I'd be glad to undertake the task of organizing 
the material, but would be unable to l)ublish it as I have no mimeo-
graph. 11 -

((We call this to the attention of the Nli'FF Planning Committee 
and for that matter, to the rest of Fandom. Is this a desira­
ble project?)) 

LYNN BRI DGm:;: 11The editorial and the 'Doc' Smith article were very 
welcome as an indication of the course NOVA is to follow. One .fan­
zine, a t least, it seems is going to be a science-fiction fanzine, 
and prin t material of interest to those ·who read the prozinosJ but 
have lit tle knowledge of that strange group knmm as fans. Too many 
these days G.re catering exclusively to that small, select group who 
compris e tho so ... called 'inner circle' whoso proudest boast is the 
fact tha t they never buy nor read the horrible professional publi­
cations . These latter are giving the editors and non-fans a wrong 
picture of fo.ndom as a whole. ;; 

(( You sezzer kecdl We maintain that 
goa ls and asp irations fans may have, 
pr i marily SCIENCE FICTION F1~NS.)) 

regardless of what other 
they are and should be, 

GEORGE EBE".i: H~1Iuch as I en joyed your fanzine, hovvever, tho re were 
a couplG of things tha t irked me., That r",ooey aura of femininity for 
instance . A.n a t,:,10:::i;::i11.oro o:f m,'oe;tnc c:s RJJ.d l:t r:c,ht that percolates thru 
the odi t orie.l, departments, ct al, which might be summed up this 
way: ' Nor.' J'n ri :'. ; Jci:; 1 ::' 1;c r·.oncl litt].o boyn. No r1oro of trosc nasty 
old lct te rH to tbo editors. Aftor a ll, ~e cantt a ct like tbnt and 
st:LlJ. b o c;o1°.tlo'".0n, can wo? Goodness, not Now let's be tidy about 
what wo say and write, and look£ we'll give you somo gumdrops, & 
jellybea ns tool Won't t11.at bo lovolyl I Seo what I moan?;; 

( ( We soo 1 But, whilo wo do not pretend to be a .flocl'.: of li ttlc 
pol lyannas, we are mighty sick of tho reiterated bollyachings 
and ::;ripings in which f a nclom hns indulged in the past. When 
tho vrorld f ai l s to suit ono, all tho yowling ono can achieve 
doc s little to change it. Somo sort of definite, constructive 
eff ort is r e quired. That is what Scicnce-Fic·tion is---tho fut­
ure proj e ction of man 1 s present efforts to change tho world to 
his taste. You can have your atmosphere of griping. We have 
di s covoroo_ that it never h o.s and never will got us anything.)) 

BOB HEHLEIN: aRoccivod NOVA Jl, road it, and onj oyod it muchly. 
I was JJa rticularly impressed by tho beautiful art work and the 
technica l sl;:ill shovm in rcprocluctio,."l. As to tho ma terial presented 
it was of cxcop tionul quality I thou0ht; was particularly ploasd 
to find articles by Doc Smith and Triplo-E Evans. The parody of tho 
Lonsmen stories ticklod. me, ospecially, 1 ----so they esot out and push­
ed, ligh t-ye ar a ft er vwary light-year'. It seemed possible that Doc 
wrote i t h imself ,under a phony. ( (Wo asked Doc. Ho said no. And be­
sides, we are no phony. -·· Ed.)) I am not enclosing a subscription 
as 4s J Ackerma n h a ncD.o s thnt for me -···· ono of his many Sordid Ser-~ 
vices. ,i ( (How about that, <l:e? -·· Ed.)) 
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( ( We nov pro sent, sans cornrnont, 
all of them concern ed with Doc 
over to Doc with a request t l1<:,t 
It follows the t hree l e tte r s .)) 

e x cerpts from t h r ee l et t e rs, 
Smith. We turned the letter s 
he write a rolmtta l. He dld. 

HARRY JENKINS, J"It: 11 tConstructivo Critlcismt was interesting and 
fill ed a niche t ha t has be on l ucl.dnc; oh those many moons. After 
readlng tha t, I took more pride in tho lette r from Norton which 
said: quo t o , 1 Such wo l1-foundo d constructi vo criticis:rn i s always 
we lcome 1 , unquote . Alih , so I am one of t h ose who do not yel l I E. E. 
Smlth Stinks 1 without r ea son! Ey t he h J , DTIJ main obj e ction to Eeking 
Epics Smith is the f ac t that h e is too diffuse, hi s chart:c ctors are 
too I' m-a-superman-and-I-can-e scape-from-:::i.ny-~dnd--of-si tua t ion-and­
rny-charactor-is-flawlos s-also. As for his argument t hat an aut h or 
uses every word to advantage, why I rea1_1-y t h ink t 11.at poor ol I J. 
F . Cooper was 1m aning to use ovory word t o an advant age , but they 
turned out to b e a dis o.dvantago. Tho s amo npl1l i o s to Smith ." 

LOULj RUS0ELL CHAUVE HET: The troubl e wi th E ,E. Smith's a rticl e is 
tha t h e makes a couple of darn.ning adrni ssi ons i n t llo course of it~ 
which g o r athe r far towards destroying the effect tho a r t icle is 
desi gn e d to cro o. te. ' ••. lt i s inev1 t ablo ti:tat the reader will know 
in gene ral tho outcome of any S-P story 1 • OUCH. If t h i s i s wl-ia t Dr. 
Smith has cone to t a ke as an a ccepted :fn ct, I ca n nm:r sec qui to 
e asily vvhy those last two Pa trol t a lcs of hi,s have seornod so tm.s a t-­
isfactory to mo. I 1iko to road, and sclonce fi ction forms only a 
s mall portion of rn.y r 0ao.ing . In general I cu,1 opposed to r eading ANY 
kind of flction which cc.rn be described tho •Hay Dr. Srnith describes 
science fiction. '1 

JOE PORTIER: lit Constructive Criticism' is a ve ry old theme, but 
tho points ho stros ~io d about writing interostccl 111e more than the 

t "J o , o • Q n n1 J • J 1 , ~ ·, o , 1 1- o •1 ( ac u a __ cri·cicJ_sm. r:u1a 11n, wic.o.ou·c _1_ 00.tc1n~::; ·enc a r·cic_o up o, my 
grr-trm11or ) ( D. s one grandson to anothe r), I woul d say that he slipped 
on tho section dealing with conflict or t ho vill a in force. 9:hero 
are t h ose of man v s man, rnontl oned, and man vs. n a ture, also mon-­
t i onod . It soor:1s--iioforgot man v .~1_. ocono111Tc-concfilions , man __ vs. 
socic·ty- , man vs. hir:rn.elf, and .!Q_an _vs. clqL, th. It seems t ha t tho sec­
ond and third of tho l a tter· constitute t ho great quantity o~t'.' Stroot 
& Smith stf lcti on yanns t ho so c.1.ays . And I h a ve yet t o hoar of a 
b a sic conflict called mo.n vs. woman . It I s either a var i ;::ttion of man 
vs. rn.an or a very rHre- -one-;-·A.lso~,·-:ri1urnbin0; thcough h is ur ticl o nowJ-

~ - - r"IO_; _...... I (. ,. ,. 

I I incl a no·cho r one . 
r, 1 Per son o.l opinlon i s not critlcisrn 1 a ccorcUnc to Smith . I 

don 1 t know if h e meant tho same thing OI' not, but porhaps ho did. 
rrhat is,moan what I'm thinking (whi ch i s a ll v ery inconrpreho n s ible) 
All criticism is persona l opinion ins of a r as t vro co:mpetent critics 
will gi ve t wo entirely different viei;;rpoints as a general rulo. If 
personal op inion is not criticism, then what is it? Jone sais pas. 
And, Skyla rk, don t t sprin c; lt on mo t hat I' m t -vri s ting your s t a te -· 
mont s : t hat 1 8 t b.e old y a rds t ick rule. Ii 

EDW1-;.RD E. SMITH. PhDo : 
t akes 0ve ryth ing I can 
be s hort and snappy. 

,; Sinco I I rn worLing on a war 
put on tl.1.0 bul l., my r ebutt o.ls 

job now that 
wil:L h a ve to 

i; As to Harry Jc nkins----hi,'3 
u se words t o good advan tag0 is, 

,", tatomont 
I t ll:Lnk$ 

that J. F . Coope r did not 
J. pcn:,foct oxurnp .L o of what 



I was wri tine about_; for in that ~ta tement he seems to be locking 
horns., not wi th me, but with the consensus of what constitutes good 
writing. 

11 ChE~uvenet 1 s ~~riticism is not wi th my ar ticle, but with my 
writing. That he doesn't like my stuff is not surprising, nor is he 
alone in that. As long as I can please 51% of the renders, f a r be 
it from me to quarrel with the opinions of tho otho r 49 ,, It is sim­
ply a f a ct ,, not a cl a im o.f mine,-- that the cutcor.1e I N BR01,D of any 
pulp story co n be told in ac1vanc8. Othe :;."vvise it wouldn't be in the 
pulps, but in some of th0 high-brow mags written for the inte lli­
gentsia. liurtb.errt1ore, I would sugges t tha t m1yone vvho reads solely 
for the pleasure cf being my s tified should stick to the ·1J>:-boduni ts, 
which are wri tten express l y for tha t type of reader. 

11:8'ortier I s sta t 0ment, I would. say, is sori1e¥rhat quibbly. Eco­
nomic condit:Lons <.nd society, accordinc; to rny clas,sification, being 
the works 8f man, would be included in 'Man vs b0n'~ and death, be­
ing the n atural encl or m3.n_. vmuld be in I Man vs Nat:..1re 1. As stated , 
however , these bounds are artificial and more than a little contro­
versia l. He is right in saying tha t a ll criticism ls personal opin­
ion. I st a ted my propositior.. too loosely th::n'o, perhap s. Wha t I 
meant t o condenm was the s t a tln,3, as a Jovia:1 pronotlncoment, of a 
p e rson2.1 op1n:Lon /:.,S a clefin:':..t:c 8.ncl incontrovertible ri1a t cer of f a ct/1 

( ( And th2.t, dear frienc)_s, is indubit nb l y tl"t.s. t.); 

ROb0 HuChLYNiiE: 11 I am sq:1irrn.inc; with e1nbarrds sment. I am overcome 
with sha me. I prostr r1.te myse lf in. a n agony of repentance. But you 
se c ---ah--it' s this way . I wa,s married. ?sTow do you undei1stand? 

;'Okav . 
11 So 11ere 1 s an articl e, wh:Lch I hope will 1°ecelve the honor of 

appear i ns in some subse c·uent is sue of NOVAo I hope you do not con­
sider me 2_ h oe l for sending it in so lato. ( (We don't, Ross, for we 
were mar ried ones cnrse l:f .)) I hop.::, it is good . I hope that, if you 
want to , you wLLl cu0 1-: rrything yon d0:n 1 t like ,:1 even those words bG­
t wee:n i_I1EB C, .. l{E .i,tL) CODDLING OF IDl,;Ll,S 1:md the hioron:lyphic but wel­
come 1 --30--' which aripear s e.t tho 0:-:.1.d.~ tho f:Lrst oF wf1ich was sup-­
pliecl by you, the latter by the n0 wspup0r i'r2. t orr:iit:r --- wh:l.ch vvould 
loa ve me out; but w:::i u:i_cl anybody care ( plclinti v nly) '? ( ( Now the re is 
tho sort of a ut~o r an editor can l ove. -Ed.)) 

,iTho first lilOVA. Hov1 7-)ri ghtly it flur>os, releaslng its stupen­
dous store s of energy in one un:i.maginablo$ all-constrn1ing holocaust 
of galaxy - spL,nnh1.e; flame. il,.ho:m. An:yway, f orrnat excellent, ma terial 
dou,Jly s o. ;; 

( ( Ross, it is with most humble mein that wo attempt the well­
ni t) 1 impossible task of conveyinc; our feeling of gratitude t]J.at 
you should descend from your unbelievably high pinnacle of pro­
aut hordon to c onmoso such an inc:omn2.r;;1.ble article for our in­
signif ic[,nt .fanzin8 . AJ.1.om, volU's0li' X)) 

lvi,.dY GNAJ.i:DINGEH: nNOVi-i. is u g ood ... looking, a l ways interesting, in 
pla ces s parkling , book. 

11 :tfo t o yonr oditr :; .Js was :fi:;;:ed over .• Just ca.mo bact:: from appen­
de ctorrr;:r mys e lf, in t .i.!110 to r end pToo:f s on the April i s sue which was 
being s o t whi l e I vm,s being ro-,Jet. Th::, short time in which it was 
s e ttled s ecrnocl :c@3.zj_n0 . hodorn surgery is apparently sump in and ed-­
i tro !3 se 3 apy;c:,ro i1tly ci:.1n. 1 t ako I o.nythinc;. ;i 

( ( 'l1hanks 1~or tl.1.0 1,1 kind words nbont NOVA, Glo.d you I re better.)) 
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LIF'3 0N 00L III 

Explanation of Back Cover Picture 

(With apologies to art:i.st Ps..ul and Henry Gado) 

By A1 Ashley 

Sol III is a world with a wide: range of temperature. There ·· is 
the vory hot e quator:::.o.l b0Jt. 1:Phero are two interrneclia.ry tempe r a to 
zones. And there are tho ·'.:;wo extremely cold 901 1:t r :cegions. 

It is upon the groat l and mass of tho so~-~+;h Polar Region that 
one will find t he only intol1igc nt 1:\.fe of t:;11.u p l a::.1.ot -··- the Bird-­
Men. Superficial d ,0d'-..1ct-Lo1-.s 11":1. c;:C--1t J.c ::t cl 0110 ·i;o s1wpect a civilized 
:form of l ife in the ·c :rop ::L c ;.•l an .:=i_ te:np c:; ::."' a tc po:et:LonJ of .the planet 
But closer oxD.minati.01--:!. cd the .fc.ct o p :~., c J.udo f] tJ.15.s possib~_lity. 
These regions teom ujth all rna11ner of f3 ~ociou2, curniv0:rous beasts 
who a re i11. a cor:.t:l.:x1..1ot·Ls st si. -':. 0 cf wt~r wj t:).1 o:GG r.1.nct1Br and often 
with other memovrs ot the'.1.r ow,1. s-)o cie fj .. It ::iEl ol"n·io11 .s that S~1Ch 
conditions I!l-:l 1:r:c tho cJ. ev:c;J.cpmont ·'.)f intuJ.li c;ur::. co v.nl -'Lke l y J if' no t 
alt og;e tho :n J .. mp o 3 Pi 1J ]. ,.:; • 

Tho c ompara ti v 0-:i.y lurgo land aroa . and isolation of the South 
Pol0 makes thi s r0gion i deal for the dAvclopmont of a high form of 
life. Wni l o the ev J::1 -pr,:;;_;cnt costi~1.g o .-<:' ice p Te vcnts the growth of 
plant lif e , t h G 8(. 5'1. <!ent sea prc vi':'les a great si__1f:ficiency of' aquat­
ic food. J= ·c se 0JJ1, q:.lite probnblo t 11.a t~- l\f,l. tl'.'.re woulds oloct the bi2d­
form a.s bos ·1:; fi-i.:;ted to l:;i1:'Ls er.vironment, :·3ut W':l may e::;:pec~t that 
thei Y> win.'3~; as such. would h ~tvo bs ccme v est :':.[;:Lal., t e::1dine; i ns toad 
towar(7s a:-:in the:i"' rHJ..i::.0 of ~irnbs, 

It soei1'.S J.or;ical to suppose that the peace and quiet of tho 
Squth Polo woc1ld l oad to tho Bird- Men becoming a dignified and 
stately race, Their every action would be de libera t e and imbued 
w:\.t}J_ cm atmosphere of foiomf..i.lity. The colorful and impressive Aurora 
Australi::i would cLoubtlo::-rn b o of great religions 3i6 nificnnce , and 
sol e2TI11. ri tna ls wouJ_d be bniJ.·c around tho worshj_J,) of this flai:nj_ng 
phenomenon of the h e avens , 

The civilization of t he Bird-Men would show little of the me­
chanical, ve e ring instead toward the philosophical and the mental. 
It would appo ur qui t o ::1.mproba bJ.e that tbey would ever have devel­
oped any marked com:Jo.tivo instincts or des ire f or conques t. However 
a ce rta in group of t,J.nrmis t s WOl~1d h t1 vc ti.cc~ believe othorvriso. They 
see in the pocnJ.iar cJ.VJ.lization of t h e Bird-lvien., the possibility 
of' growth of ~nontal p owo._., to un unl1car d.- of c.le 0roo. Tl:i.oy look for­
ward to a t i·,no vvhon tho nird- Me n wi ll conC]llOr s omo likely species 
from tho warm.or por tions of their world" by ,sbeor mont1:1.l control. 
Unknown to tho · specie s selected, ·choy u:l.ght cle v olop in it a crude 
mechanical civtliza tion. I n f Etct, o:t' ~. a toJ t hese 8.ls.rmists have be~ 
como oven more a J.a.r~:1e d . Due to certain t:.nexy:::.. a ined obs e rvations a nd 
esoteric deductions, t hey noTI consit0r this possibility an actua l 
fa ct. Tha y f ec1.1' tho imm'.i.nont dan0 or o:f this s avnge spo cio s do vis -
ing 11100.ns t o traverse space and or~_ng a'.)out t ho conquest of the so -­
l ar system for their ma st.o r s, the Dird-Nen. 
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LAST WORD DEPARTMENT 

EXPLANATION: This issue of NOVA is late. Thero is also a not~ 
icoablo lack of art work. You arc entitled to know tho reason. Our 
Art Editor decided tod cscencl via elevator to tho basement. He did 
----- sans elevator. Tb.o results of this oversight came as o.. rude 
shock. It might be added that the concrete bottom of the olovator­
pit played no smo.11 part. Anyhow, the outcome of it all was that ho 
succeeded in fracturing several assorted vertebrae as well as his 
wrist. As a result NOVA has suffered from a lack of art and of help 
in other details of its manufacture. However, wo expect the next 
issue to contain the usual proportion of illustrations. We also arc 
planning to got NOVA back on its correct time schedule during the 
course of the coming year. To partially make up for tho delay in 
mailing out this issue, and for: tb.o :Ia ck of illustrations, wo arc 
including a few oxtro. pages this time. 

FAN EDITORS: Copio s o:f tho first issue o.f NOVA wore mailed to 
f'ans pe r sonally. None wore marked i'trc1,do 11 • We assumed that other ed­
itors r e ceiving thorn would understand that 11trn.de;i was implied. But 
a number of you have rau.do no acknowledgement, ()f tlb.1.0r by a copy of 
your publication or by lettor. We arc aguin sending you copies of 
NOVA and would appreciate some sign as to your intentions. 

CALLING ALL FANS: Wo are badly in nood of material for our 
11 It 1 s St fact" page. Would you like this feature continued? Pitch in 
and help by sending anything you thin.1;: might be usable. It may con­
cern fan s or fandom, .fanzines or prozinos, o.uthors or stories. Ma­
terial s hould not be widely kn'}wn nt tho present time,and adaptable 
to as si mplo illustration as possible. Help us, will you? 

NOV.1r~ CD VERS: For the benefit of those who are still wondering, 
tho front cover of the .first issue of NOVA and tho .front and back 
covers of this issue, aro dono with an airbrush. A sort of stencil 
or mc~sk of cardbot.J.rd is first cut. Tho airbrush fluid is then spray­
ed throu gh this 1nusk onto tho covor st.pck, one shoot at a time. It 
is a te dious process, but wo fool that tho results arc almost worth 
the lc.b or involved. Tho back cover of this issue was done with six 
sepf~rL1to mo.sks c.nd six different colors of airbrush .fluid. Donlt 
fail to lot us know how you like it. 

SIGN1-\.TURE PICTURES: Tho four pictures that were grouped on 
the ins i de front cover of tb.o first NOVA, and r epoatod separately 
elsewher e in tho magc..zine, arc tho editor's signature pictures. We 
have us e d some of thorn this issue. We shall continue to use them 
in this same manner unless, or until, tho majority of our readers 
proclaim tho fact that they aro weary of seoing them. We fool it is 
a good i dea, c..nd hope you agree. 

W11N'l'ED, l.\ii..'-l.TERIAL: NOVA still needs ma to rial• Articles are in 
particul ar demand. Humorous features such as Pong's lotter to Santa 
and Char les Tanner's pa0 o in this issue, are more than welcome. Any 
sugc;ost i ons as to rog1.1lar departments, or offers to do them, will 
receive prompt co:nsidoration. Good poetry and art work are also 
needed. Trot out your bost brain-children, fans. NOVA wants to moet 
them. NOVA may like them very much. Road ovor tho first two issues 
of' •NoVA. This should give yon a good idoa of the typo P.nd quality 
of mate r ial wo desire. 
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FANS IN THE ARMED FORCES : As a gesture toward doing our bit, 
and all that, the editors of NOVA have denided to supply NOVA free 
of charge to those fans who have been -arafted, or have enl i sted in 
the armed forces of this country . Inasmuch as the price of NOVA is 
only sufficient to cover mailing costs, and as most fans are aware 
that letters of comment are the only real pay both the edit ors and 
the contributors receive, the only charge we shall make wi ll be a 
complete letter of comment on each issue of NOVA that you r eceive. 
We shall endeavor to continue this policy for the durat~on, or unM 
til Congress raises the pay of those in the armed forces to the 
point where they earn more than we do. It will., of course, be the 
responsibility of the individual fan to keep us informed of his 
correct address. Those who have unexpired subscr"iptions may also 
qualify, and their subscriptions will be enveloped in a sta sis for 
the duration. 

BACK ISSUES: We still have some copies of the first issue of 
NOVA on hand. These may be had at ten cents each as long as they 
last. There are also a few imperfect copies wherein one page was 
printed upside down. These may be had for five cents each to help 
defray mailing costs. 

SPECIAL I~i::,UE: As we explained at the beginning of this de-­
partment, Misfortune sneaked up behind our Art Editor, Jack Wieden­
be ck, and enthusiastically slapped him on the back. It t herefore 
seemed only fitting that we should designate this 110UR SPECIAL, WE 
AIN'T GOT NO 1 JACK.t ISSUE 11

• This provides a natural opening for us 
to urge all you fans who have not subscribed to NOVA to do so at 
once. We assure you, in asking this., that our motives are purely 
altruistic. It is painful to contemplate the possibility of your 
missing the wonderful treats NOVA has in store. SUBSCRIBE NOWl l l ! ! 

OUR THANKS: We wish to convey our most sincere thanks to the 
fans who were responsible for NOVA placing #10 in Widner 1 s Annual 
Poll. Considering the fact that only one issue had appeare d at the 
time the poll was taken, we feel exceedingly proud of the position 
NOVA achieved. We shall do our best to fulfill the expecta tions of 
those who voted for us. 

C1EST LA GUERRE: In spite of our crossed fingers, and all 
sorts of wishful thinking, the fact of the War is incr easingly 
brought to our at ten ti on and thrust upon our consciousness . Rumors 
of imminent shortages of this and that fly thick and fast. Perhaps 
there is even some truth in them. We do not know as yet . But we 
have taken certain mild precautions. We have now on hand sufficient 
air-brush fluid to do this type of cover indefinitely. We have a 
year•s supply of mailing envelopes. We have nearly enough stencils 
and paper on hand for a yearts supply. There is a small reserve of 
ink and lino-blocks, etc. By the time the next issue is due , we ex­
pect to have enough of everything to publish NOVA for one year from 
the possible time when one or all of the necessary materi als - ;are 
unobtainable. We shall endeavor to maintain this reserve a s long as 
we are able, and while it should go a long way toward cu shioning 
the shock of whatever publishing difficulties the future may hold, 
we do not feel that it is large enough to warrant any accusations 
of hoarding. Beginning with the third issue.,NOVA will be s t abilized 
at t wenty-four to thirty pages. But it will always p~~sent QUALITY! 
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